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Abstract 

This paper is written to achieve the objectives: 1) to explore the process of teaching CT 

through reading texts with moral values, (2) To describe know how students’ critical 

thinking responds to teaching critical thinking through reading moral value texts. This 

research is qualitative research, particularly a case study. This research was conducted in the 

third semester of class A at the English Education Department of UIN Sunan Gunung Djati 

Bandung. The research data were obtained from observation, document analysis, and 

questionnaires. The data were transcribed, categorized into central themes, and interpreted 

into a description form and response results. The finding shows that the process of teaching 

CT through moral value texts is established by implementing the four features of a critical 

thinking classroom, such as frequent evaluative questions, encouragement of active learning, 

developmental tension, and fascination with the contingency conclusion (Browne & 

Freeman, 2000). Moreover, the data from students' papers show strengths and weaknesses 

of their student abilities. The students could present the aspects of critical thinking skills 

such as sensitivity, egocentrism, and relative thinking in their answers. In conclusion, the 

finding shows that teaching CT through reading moral values could foster the students' 

critical thinking skills. Then, it was recommended that the next research offers various 

methodologies of how to involve critical thinking skills in the classroom and more variety 

of materials should be used to encourage students' critical thinking. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The development of Critical Thinking (CT) has been an essential skill in 21st-century learning. 

It is clear that the CT process can make humans capable of deciding and selecting available 

information. Depdiknas in Emilia (2010) stated that CT has been one aspect that has assumed 

great importance in the policies and the government, especially in education. Moreover, critical 

theory has been regarded as a crucial part of culture because it is associated with quality of 

thinking that provides students with a more adept way of interacting with other people, getting 

new knowledge, and dealing with ideas, beliefs, and attitudes (Vdovina & Gaibisso, 2013). 

In English learning activities in Indonesia, many teachers involve students in their task 

to think critically, even though the teacher does not teach CT directly in the learning materials. 

Therefore, teachers should develop students' CT skills because these skills are essential that 

language learners need to build for their academic life (Asgharheidari & Tahriri, 2015). 
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Although thinking is the heart of education, it is not often explicitly taken into 

consideration in pedagogy (Moon, 2008). Based on the researcher's personal experience in one 

of the universities in Bandung, especially the third semester in reading comprehension class, 

only a few students could explore and express their understanding of the text they have read. It 

happened because they did not understand the words, and had unclear purposes for reading. 

Furthermore, in the higher education context in Indonesia, especially in the English 

Department, the lack of CT skills possessed and the lack of meaningful activities that support 

the development of CT skills are assumed to be the reasons why Indonesian university students 

are not useful skillful in exchanging ideas and information or writing in English. They are more 

likely to accept opinions than to express their views, especially in matters they should know, 

for example, political news and issues, corruption, and current educational conditions, without 

understanding and assessing whether the report is real or not. It is a serious problem because 

knowing information less comprehensive can make the students judgmental (Epstein, 2006). 

However, this study is different from other research because this research focuses on the 

students’ CT toward moral values in the English texts. There are some reasons why the 

researcher picks out text with moral values in comparison with other documents. First, the text 

that contains moral values will usually be controversial, for example, respect for parents. In the 

Indonesian context, moral value has become a kind of obligation between children to their 

parents. On the other hand, in the Western context, moral value is not necessary. This condition 

is possible to happen because of any differences in cultures and customs between the West and 

East. Second, education in Indonesia is an education that is carrying the importance of character 

education so using text with moral values is in line with the existing curriculum in Indonesia. 

Besides, this study expects a teacher that she or he can provide a challenge of tasks that can be 

taught to students so that they can think critically. 

Learning and thinking have long been regarded as interrelated lifelong processes 

(Chaffee, 1994). People are determined by their thinking for whatever they do, what they feel, 

and what they want is built based on their quality of thinking (Paul & Elder, 2002). Therefore, 

thinking cannot be separated from the everyday life of the human being. Furthermore, the term 

thinking is also defined by the researcher in different meaningful dimensions. Frensch & Funke 

(2002) define thinking as the cognitive process of internal memory representations that may 

appear consciously or subconsciously and may not always follow the laws of logic. Moreover, 

John- Laird as cited in Frensch and Funke (2002) argues that thinking is goal-oriented, does 

not support a predetermined series of mental steps, and has no precise starting point. 

One of the thinking skills that need to be acquired by students is CT. According to Ennis 

(2011), CT is reasonable, and reflective thinking focused on deciding what to believe or do. 

Moreover, Fisher (2001) as cited in Moon (2008) defines CT as a kind of evaluative thinking 

that involves both criticism and creative thinking and is mainly concerned with the quality of 

reasoning that is present in support of a belief or a course of action. Another expert defines CT 

as self-guided, self-disciplined thinking that attempts to reason at the highest level of quality 

in a fair-minded way (Paul & Elder, 2014). 

In addition, Facione (1990) argues that good critical thinkers have to meet the cognitive 

skills that should be involved in the way they think. Therefore, he characterizes specific 

cognitive abilities as the core of CT skills. The cores of CT skills are interpretation, analysis, 

evaluation, inference, explanation, and self-regulation. 

Thinking needs to be evaluated to avoid the ideas of others controlled it. Fisher (2001) 

explains that CT emphasizes the importance of reasoning in which individuals are expected to 

give and evaluate reasons as pleasant as possible by using their ability to evaluate other ideas. 

Fisher (2001), also emphasizes that CT skills appear when someone is consciously aiming to 

improve his/her views and create new ideas well reasonably.



Fostering Students’ … 

 

Vol. 1, No.1, April 2023/1433 H                                                                                                           38 

CT is believed to have significant contributions to learners’ academic context in the era 

of technology and the explosion of information (Kealey, Holland & Watson, 2005). This 

statement is supported by Bailin and Siegel (2003) who stated that CT should be the primary 

goal of education. The critical inculcation of thought in education is essential for reasons to 

facilitate students to think for themselves and make decisions, to equip them with skills to do 

well in subjects such as mathematics, science, literature, art, and history, to prepare students 

for challenges of adulthood and to enable them to lead a democratic life which involves good 

and analytical thinking (Siegel, 2010). 

The relation between CT and reading comprehension is well established in the literature. 

Norris and Phillips (1987) pointed out that reading is more than just saying what is on the page; 

it is thinking. It is supported by Ruggiero (1984) who recognized that reading involves 

thinking. Moreover, Yu-hui (2010) stated that reading is a thinking process to construct 

meaning. From those statements, it can be drawn that there is a significant relationship between 

the CT ability of learners and their performance on reading comprehension. Hasbun (2006) 

highlights the importance of reading by stating that reading skills “lie at the heart of formal 

education” and it is difficult to achieve many things without having the ability to read fluently 

and good comprehension on it. 

Browne and Freeman (2000) state that CT focuses on a set of skills and attitudes that 

enable a listener or reader to apply rational criteria to the reasoning of speakers and writers. 

They continue that classrooms that encourage CT possess distinguishing features that assist 

program evaluators and teachers themselves to assess whether CT is a regular occurrence in a 

particular class. The principles are frequent evaluative questions, encouragement of active 

learning, development tension, and fascination with the contingency of the conclusion. They 

also suggest that a CT in the classroom commonly reflects the following attributes: frequent 

evaluative questions, encouragement of active learning, developmental tension, and fascination 

with the contingency of conclusions. These attributes reinforce one another to provide 

developmental stimuli for enhanced CT. 

a.  Frequent Evaluative Questions 

According to Browne and Freeman (2000), specific questions have special significance 

for the CT classroom. They explain that teachers can provide considerable benefit for their 

students just by systematically asking `why?’ and reinforcing the students’ reasoning. After 

identification of the argument, Browne and Freeman (2000) suggest that teachers can provide 

more evaluative questions focusing on CT: 

a. What words of phrase are being used in an ambiguous fashion? 

b. What descriptive and value assumptions provide the foundation for the reasoning? 

c. What evidence was provided as the claims in the reasoning? 

d. What is the quality of the proffered evidence? 

e. Are the analogical components of the arguments persuasive? 

f. What Why is important omitted information omitted from the reasoning?  

g. What rival causes might explain the conclusion? 

h. What alternative inference can reasonably be drawn from the evidence? 

Additionally to the evaluative question, Golding (2011) asserts that the teacher can 

provide thought encouraging questions for CT by asking “why do you think…?”, “What do 

you mean by…?”, and “Why…?” to encourage the students to give the reasons, to clarify or 

explain, and to elaborate to make thinking visible and concrete. 

b.  Encouragement of Active Learning 

Encouragement of active learning refers to creating a classroom atmosphere that gives 

students more opportunities to be active participants which would make them engage in the 

material they learn (Browne & Freeman, 2000). They add that providing learners with frequent 
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opportunities for direct practice of evaluation skills and attitudes allows learners to experiment 

with critical thought. 

Therefore, some strategies can be used for promoting active learning in the classroom. 

One of the strategies promoted by Turner et al. (2014), outlines the instructional approach to 

enhance the students’ engagement by supporting their belongingness, competence, autonomy, 

and meaningful learning that could be established by the teacher. 

c.  Developmental Tension 

According to Browne and Freeman (2000), developmental tension means inserting 

controversy into the classroom activity. Controversy is a topic that expresses conflict and 

produces a different interpretation that has no consensus, explanations, or solutions (Iglesias. 

Aceituno, & Toledo, 2017). In the classroom activity, the teacher is expected to be able to 

encourage the pros and cons argument to show the student's ability to evaluate the dissonance 

perspective (Browne & Freeman, 2000). 

d.  Fascination with the Contingency Conclusion 

Browne and Freeman (2000) put forward fascination with the contingency conclusion 

which refers to a ‘spirit of openness’ that includes a willingness to consider novel approaches 

to an issue. They explain that planning ideas forces learners to appreciate contextual subtlety 

and gain a richer understanding of the position to which they may eventually commit. 

Thus, this study focuses on fostering students’ CT through reading text with moral 

values. 

 

METHOD 

In this research, the process of teaching reading through moral values text was collected by the 

observation technique. The observation data were recorded from class A of the 3rd-semester 

students of the English Education Department of Universitas Islam Negeri of Sunan Gunung 

Djati. In the learning activity, the students were given texts with moral values such as “Murder 

Persija Fans at GBLA Stadium“and “South Korean Parents are Making Their Kids Get Plastic 

Surgery.” 

 There are some reasons why the researcher picked out text with moral issues in comparison 

with other documents. First, the text which contains moral values will usually be controversial, 

for example, respect for parents. In the Indonesian context, moral value has become a kind of 

obligation between children to their parents. While, in the Western context, moral value is not 

necessarily. This condition is possible happens because of any differences in cultures and 

customs between West and East. 

The teaching reading process in this research is analyzed based on Browne and 

Freeman’s theory about the features of the CT classroom. Browne and Freeman (2000) state 

that there are four principles of teaching CT skills that tend to emerge in classroom activities: 

frequent evaluative questions, encouragement of active learning, developmental tension, and 

fascination with the contingency of conclusion. 

 

FINDING AND DISCUSSIONS 

Teaching CT through Reading Texts with Moral Values 

1. Frequent Evaluative Questions 

The first principle of CT skills in classroom activity is frequent evaluative questions. 

According to Browne and Freeman (2000), an assortment of questioning techniques exists to 

promote CT. Depending on how a question is asked, the students may use various CT skills 

such as interpretation, analysis, and recognition of assumptions to form a conclusion. After 

identifying the observation data, here are some frequent evaluative questions that occur in this 

research. 
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Transcript 1. Teacher-students Interaction 

Teacher  (00.16.35)      : [Wait, what1 is the context of the text did we discuss? 

Students (00.16.43)       : [Moral] 

Teacher  (00.16.50)      : [Moral. What moral?] 

Students (00.17.00)      : Humanity, and Social3 

Based on the Transcript 1, the teacher posed a question to the students to identify the 

context of the text by saying “what is the context of the text?” (see sentence #1) as Browne and 

Freeman (2000) say that teachers can provide a question by asking “what” to promote 

knowledge of the students. Meanwhile, evaluative question “what” emerged in classroom 

activity which was offered by the teacher and it can prove the students were able to identify 

the context of the text "Moral" (see sentence #2) by answering the question that addressed by 

the teacher. In line with Facione (1998), identifying the intended and actual inferential 

relationships among statements, questions, concepts, or descriptions is considered as analysis 

skill of CT. 

Transcript 2. Teacher-students Interaction 

Dini (00.18.12)        : The reasons why1 this text only talked about Haringga that is 

oppression by bobotoh in the GBLA stadium. 

Teacher (00.19.16)   : Yes, the reasons why?2 

Dini (00.20.18)        : Because Haringga is a Persija Fans, as we know3 which is the 

mistake of the victim is still coming to the stadium even though 

there is an appeal not to go to the stadium for security reasons. 

Teacher (00.22.15)   : Okay, good. It feels like exited. 

In transcript 2, the teacher posed a question to Dini by saying “the reason Why?” (see 

sentence #2) This question indicates that the teacher asked Dini to give the reason for her 

statement “why this text only talked about Haringga that is oppression by bobotoh in the GBLA 

stadium?” (see sentence #1) It is in line with Golding (2011) who states that “why” question is 

aimed to get the students’ reason for their answer.  

Transcript 2 indicates that Dini could answer the question that delivered by the teacher 

by saying “Because Haringga is a Persija Fans, as we know.” (see sentence #3). Dini’s answer 

shows the student’s ability of reasoning skill. Her answer was equipped by the reason indicator 

“because” which indicates the presence of the reason to reinforce her statement. 

Transcript 3. Teacher-students Interaction 

Teacher (00.22.49) : What do you think1 about Bobotoh think that it is not fair enough. 

One issue is blowing up, but another issue even did not discuss. 

Student  (00.23.18) : I think it is not fair. Because, if we see in another side, PSSI as an 

authorized institution that accommodates football in Indonesia only 

judging those who are considered to have made a mistake without 

giving any solution2. 

In Transcript 3, the teacher posed the question “what do you think?” (see sentence #1). 

Based on dialogue in transcript e, it can be interpreted that the teacher was trying to relate the 

students’ prior knowledge with the issue that exists in the text to connect them to their 

prominent activity. It is line Golding (2011) who state the question "what do you think?" is an 

evaluative question that asked for clarifying or explaining the answer. 

Transcript 3 also indicates that student was able to answer the reason for the question 

“what do you think?” by saying “I think it is not fair. Because, if we see in another side, PSSI 

as an authorized institution that accommodates football in Indonesia only judging those who 

are considered to have made a mistake without giving any solution ”(see sentence #2). 

Furthermore, this student said “because” in her answer, as Golding (2011) says that the word 

“because” is a reasonable indicator that is used to indicate the presence of the reason. 
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Transcript 4. Teacher-students Interaction 

Teacher (00.02.12)  : Here, raise up your hand. If I look at from the title, I prefer this, raise 

up your hand. Okey. Which one do you chose Amran? 

Amran  (00.03.14) : Ratna Sarumpaet. 

Teacher (00.04.20) : Amran tell me. Why did you prefer to read Ratna Sarumpaet story?1 

Amran  (00.04.30)  : Because she has acknowledged and clarified that all the news 

published in the media about the incidents of persecution he 

experienced were hoaxes.2 

Data observation in Transcript 4 shows that Amran was asked to find the reason why he 

chose Ratna Sarumpaet story (see #1). Amran pointed out his reason by saying “because she 

has acknowledged and clarified that all the news published in the media about the incidents of 

persecution her experienced were hoaxes” (see #2). The word “why” is an evaluative question, 

because it is aimed to get the students’ reason for their answer (Golding, 2011).  

Transcript 4 indicates that Amran could address the subjective judgment by giving 

evidence and making a reasonable judgment to the text (see #11). According to Golding (2011), 

to develop CT, students need to be confronted by multiple viewpoints and reasoned discussions 

where some views are demonstrated to be backed up with stronger evidence or reasons than 

others. Furthermore, Amran’s answer consists of the reason indicator “because” which is 

regarded as the fundamental of CT skills (Golding, 2011). Therefore, the evaluative question 

in Dialogue 4.4 was automatically able to encourage the student’s reasoning ability. 

To summarize, the process of teaching CT is established by accommodating frequent 

evaluative questions as the principle of CT classroom. It is proven by the evaluative questions 

which emerged four times in two meetings during the learning activity through moral issues 

text. Those evaluative questions are: “What?”, “What do you think?”, and “Why?.” These 

evaluative questions help students to foster CT skills such as analyzing ability, reasoning 

ability, giving the reason for their answers, and providing evidence of their reasons. 

2. Encouragement of Active Learning 

The second principle is the encouragement of active learning. According to Browne and 

Freeman (2000), encouragement of active learning refers to creating a classroom atmosphere 

that gives students more opportunities to be active participants rather than passive that would 

make them engage in the material they learn. Some strategies can be used for promoting active 

learning in the classroom. One of the strategies is promoted by Turner et al. (2014) that outlines 

the instructional strategies to improve the students’ engagement by supporting students’ 

belongingness, competence, autonomy, and meaningful learning that could be established by 

the teacher. 

a.  Supporting Students’ Belongingness 

According to Turner et al. (2014), belongingness is the need to establish close 

relationships with others. 

Transcript 5. Teacher-students Interaction

Teacher (00.17.55) :   [Okey, fifteen minutes. I will devide you into some group. You may 

work together in a group of three to four].1 

The data observation in Transcript 5 shows that the teacher allowed the students to work 

in a group with the classmates (see sentence #1). Observation of data in Transcript 5 shows 

that the teacher allows students to work in groups with classmates (see sentence # 1). Based on 

the dialogue, the teacher tries to encourage students to be able to share knowledge through 

ideas that they had.  

On the other hand, with the group discussion, it is expected that students who are initially 

passive can work together with active students to produce a productive idea. It is line with 

Tharp et at. (2000) as cited in Turner et al. (2014) state that there are two ways that teachers 
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can offer opportunities for belongingness. Those are model and encourage mutual respect and 

to teach students to work together productively. 

b.  Supporting Students’ Competence 

According to Deci and Ryan (1985), as cited in Turner et al. (2014), students’ 

competence is the ability to organize and perform specific tasks to achieve their goal in the 

learning environment. 

Transcript 6. Teacher-students Interaction 

Teacher (00.20.40) : We’ve got this article by Camille Standen: “ South Korean Parents are 

Making Their Kids Get Plastic Surgery”. Okay, number: 

1. What kind of culture perspective regarding to women and 

their beauty? Compare to the way of Indonesia perspective1 

2. What critism you provide toward the article?2 

3. What moral lesson you learn from the article.3  Explain. 

Transcript 6 shows that the teacher posed three questions related to the text “What kind 

of culture perspective regarding women and their beauty? Compare to the way of Indonesia 

perspective” (see sentence #1). It means that the teacher was trying to improve and trigger prior 

student knowledge by stating sentence 1 explained the students to solve the problems and 

giving the solution about the issue based on the experience they had. Based on dialogue 4.6, in 

sentence 2 "What criticism did you give to the article?" The question is the question posed by 

the teacher to challenge students to think critically to produce ideas that are accurate and 

logical. It is in line with Turner et al. (2014), posing open-ended questions is one of the 

challenging tasks as the instructional practices that offer opportunities to enhance the students’ 

competence. 

c.  Supporting Students’ Autonomy 

Reeve (2013) as cited in Turner et al. (2014) states that students’ autonomy is the 

psychological need to have according to one’s interests and values. He adds that students act 

autonomy when they learn to satisfy their curiosity, volitionally engage themselves in 

schoolwork, and initiate contributions during the flow of instruction. 

Transcript 7. Teacher-students Interaction 

Teacher (00.18.15) : [Go on discussion with your group]1 

Transcript 7 shows that the teacher gave the students instruction to work in a group 

discussion by saying “Silakan berdiskusi dengan kelompok kalian” (see sentence #1). This 

activity indicates that the teacher created a group discussion in the classroom. This is supported 

by Turner et al. (2014) who state that students’ cognitive autonomy support includes 

opportunities for students to discuss multiple approaches, to justify thinking, to receive 

feedback and to self-evaluate, to ask questions, and to debate freely. 

d.  Supporting Students’ Meaningfulness 

Instructional strategies that support meaningful learning include building on students’ 

prior knowledge, providing opportunities for students to do complex thinking by addressing 

the central ideas of a subject, and offering opportunities for students to participate in extended 

conversations that build shared understanding (Newmann et al., 1996, as cited in Turner et al., 

2014). 

Transcript 8. Teacher-students Interaction 

Teacher (00.47.33)  :  Find the issues. There are some issues. What is the first issue?]1 

Students (00.47.38) :  The first issue is about Korean people behavior about their beauty, and 

especially the plastic surgery trend has become a running joke in 

Seoul.  

In this research, data observation in Transcript 8 shows the question given by the teacher 

to the students to find out some issues of the text (see sentence #1). It is line with Newman et 

al. (1996) as cited in Turner et al. (2014) that providing opportunities for students to do complex 
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thinking by addressing the central ideas of a subject is one of the strategies that support 

meaningful learning. 

3. Developmental Tension 

The third principle is developmental tension. According to Browne and Freeman (2000), 

developmental tension means inserting controversy in the classroom activity. They also state 

that providing controversy in the classroom is an effective strategy for developing CT skills. 

However, the process of teaching CT is established by developing tension as the principle 

of the CT classroom. The teacher inserts any controversy to stimulate pros and cons about the 

text to encourage the students’ CT skills. Therefore, developing tension as the principle of CT 

classroom in the process of teaching CT emerges in the classroom activity. 

4. Fascination with the Contingency Conclusion 

The last principle of CT in classroom activity is the fascination with the contingency 

conclusion. According to Browne and Freeman (2000), fascination with the contingency 

conclusion refers to a `spirit of openness’ that includes a willingness to consider novel 

approaches to an issue. They explain that plan to ideas forces learners to appreciate context 

distinctly and gain a richer understanding of the position to which they may eventually commit. 

a Question about the fascination with the Contingency Conclusion: 

Transcript 9. Teacher-students Interaction 

Teacher (00.20.40) : We’ve got this article by Camille Standen: “ South Korean Parents 

are Making Their Kids Get Plastic Surgery”. Okay, number: 

1. What kind of culture perspective regarding to women and their 

beauty? Compare to the way of Indonesia perspective1 

2.  What critism you provide toward the article?2 

3. What moral lesson you learn from the article.3Explain. 

Table 9 shows that the students had different answers about the issues with the text. The 

students' responses were not correct at all, but the teacher appreciated their answers by saying 

"okay," “good,” and "very good." Table 4.1 shows that the teacher facilitated the students to 

confront alternative possibilities of meaning by not telling them the mistakes. This learning 

activity is supported by Browne and Freeman (2000) who state that facilitating multiple 

perspectives requires students to accept the contingency of personal conclusions and to allow 

further information to shape their opinions continually. 

The process of teaching CT is established by the fascination with the contingency 

conclusion as one of the four principles of CT classroom. It is shown that the teacher had a 

spirit of openness by facilitating the students’ multiple perspectives in classroom activity. 

In this research, the frequent evaluative questions emerged four times in two meeting 

during the learning activity. Those evaluative questions are: “What?”, “What do you think?”, 

And “Why?”. The encouragement of active learning is also emerged by supporting the 

students’ belongingness, competence, autonomy, and meaningfulness. The developmental 

tension features in this research did not emerge by not inserting any controversy to the learning 

activity. The last, the fascination with the contingency of conclusion feature emerged because 

the teacher showed the spirit of openness by facilitating the students’ multiple perspectives in 

classroom activity. 

In conclusion, the process of teaching CT through reading text with moral value is 

established by Browne and Freeman (2000) theory of features of the CT classroom. The 

features are frequent evaluative questions, encouragement of active learning, developmental 

tension, and fascination with the contingency of conclusion. 
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CONCLUSION 

The conclusions of the research that are found based on the findings and analysis deal with two 

research questions: (l) the process of teaching CT through reading text with moral value and 

(2) the student’s responses to teaching CT through reading moral value text.  

Firstly, the process of teaching CT through reading text moral values is established by 

implementing the four features of the CT classroom. In the teaching process, the teacher could 

implement the four features of the CT classroom proposed by Browne & Freeman (2000). 

Those four features are frequent evaluative questions, encouragement of active learning, 

developmental tension, and fascination with the contingency conclusion. The first feature is 

frequent evaluative questions. The teacher could provide the evaluative questions four times 

that help students to emerge the CT skill such as reasoning ability, giving the reason of their 

answers, and providing evidence of their reason. These evaluative questions are: What?, Why?, 

What do you think?, and Why? The second feature is the encouragement of active learning. 

The teacher could engage the students to be active learners by supporting their belongingness, 

competence, autonomy, and meaningfulness.  

Additionally, the students tend to be more active because they can participate either in 

classroom discussions or group discussions. The third feature is developmental tension. The 

developmental tension feature in this research emerges because the teacher inserts any 

controversy into the learning activity. The fourth feature is the fascination with the contingency 

conclusion. The teacher could express the spirit of openness to accept students' multiple 

perspectives by appreciating their answers although not all of their answers were correct and 

then giving them feedback at the conclusion of the right answer.  

Secondly, there are several aspects of CT skills explored in the students' answers to the 

questions related to the article. These aspects are sensitivity, egocentrism, wishful thinking, 

relative thinking, and other impediments. The students successfully present the aspects of their 

answers. Further, most of the students could present those aspects of CT skills.  

In conclusion, the findings show that reading moral issues texts in the reading class could 

foster the students' CT skills and get positive responses from the students. The CT skill could 

be implemented in the teaching reading process by providing the students the CT practices in 

classroom activities. The conclusion section is between 500-1000 words. Write succinctly and 

clearly the result of the research. 

 

REFERENCES  

Asgharheidari, F., & Tahriri, A. (2015). A Survey of EFL Teachers’ Attitudes towards Critical 

Thinking Instruction. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 6 (2), 388. 

http://doi.org/10.17507/jltr.0602.20 

Bailin, S. and Siegel, H. (2003). Critical Thinking. In N. Blake, P. Smeyers, R. Smith, & P. 

Standish (Eds.) The Blackwell to the Philosophy of Education. Oxford, UK: Blackwell. 

Bassham, G. et al. (2011). Critical Thinking: A Student’s Introduction (4th ed). New York: 

McGraw-Hill. 

Beck, I.L., (1989). Reading and reasoning. The Reading Teacher 42, 676–682. 

Beenr, L. (2004). Solving Problems in Technical Writing. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Bellanca, J. A. and Brandt, R. (Eds.) (2010). 21st Century Skills: Rethinking How Students 

Learn. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press. 

Bizar, M., Hyde, A.A., (1989). Thinking in Context: Teaching Cognitive Processes Across the 

Elementary School Curriculum. Longman, Inc., New York. 

Blair, A. (2013). Democratizing the learning process: The use of Twitter in the teaching of 

politics and international relations. Politics, 33(2), 135-145. doi: 10.1111/1467-

9256.12008 



J. Febriansyah, P. Siswayani, N. Kurniawati 

45                                                                                                                            Vol. 1, No.1, April 2023/1433 H 

Borau, K., Ullrich, C., Feng, J., & Shen, R. (2009). Microblogging for language learning: using 

Twitter to train communicative and cultural competence. Lecture Notes in Computer 

Science, 5686, 78-87. 

Broek, P.V.D., Kremer, K.E., (2000). The mind in action: what it means to comprehend during 

reading. In: Taylor, B.M., Graves, M.E., Broek, P.V.D. (Eds.), Reading for Meaning: 

Fostering Comprehension in the Middle Grades. International Reading Association, 

Newark, DE, 1–31. 

Chaffee, J. (1994). Thinking critically (4th ed.). Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 

Cresswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: planning, conducting, and evaluating 

quantitative and qualitative research (4th ed). Boston: Pearson. 

Daiek, D.B and Anter, N.M. (2004). Critical Reading for College and Beyond. New York: The 

Mc. 

Dixion, J. (2012). Social Media for School Leader. USA: Jossey_Bass_A Willey Inprint. 

Eskey, D., E. (2002). Reading and the Teaching of L2 Reading. TESOL Journal Vol. 11 No 1. 

Facione, P. A. (1998). Critical thinking: What is it and why it counts. California: Academic 

Press. 

Fraenkel, Jack R., and Norman, E Wallen. (2009). How to Design and Evaluate Research 

Research in Education. New York: McGraw-Hill Companies. 

Freeley, A.J and Steinberg, D.L, (2007). Argumentation and Debate: Critical Thinking for 

Reasoned Decision Making. London: Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 12th ed., p. 2. 

Greenhow, C. (2008). Educational benefits of social networking sites. UMNews. Retrieved 

from <umn.edu/news/features/2008f/UR_191308_REGION1.html> 

Greenhow, C. and Gleason, B. (2012). Twitteracy: Tweeting as a New Literacy Practice, The 

Educational Forum. DOI: 10.1080/00131725.2012.709032. 

Hasbun, L. (2006). The role of vocabulary acquisition in students’ attitudes toward reading. 

Revista Comunicacion, 15, 37-45. 

Haythornthwaite, C. (2016). E-learning and new learning cultures and case: social media in 

higher education. Retrieved from The University of Hong Kong. 

Java, A., Song, X., Finin, T., & Tseng, B. (2007). Why we twitter: understanding 

microblogging usage and communities. In Proceedings of the 9th WebKDD and 1st 

SNA-KDD 2007 workshop on Web mining and social network analysis (pp. 56e65) 

(ACM). 

Junco, R., Heiberger, G. G., & Loken, E. E. (2011). The effect of Twitter on college student 

engagement and grades. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning, 27, 119-132. 

http://doi.org./10.1111/j.1365-2729.2010.00387.x   

Junining, E. (2016). Developing Critical Thinking Skills in Language Teaching: Oral 

Interpretation Class. In Proceeding of International Conference on Teacher Training and 

Education (Vol. 1). Retrieved from 

http://journal.fkip.uns.ac.id/index.php/ictte/article/view/8475  

Kabilan, M. K., Ahmad, N., & Abidin, M. J. Z. (2010). Facebook: An Online Environment for 

Learning of English in Institutions of Higher Education. Internet and Higher Education. 

http://doi.org.10.1016/j.iheduc.2010.07.003   

Kassens-Noor, E. (2012). Twitter as a teaching practice to enhance active and informal learning 

in higher education: The case of sustainable tweets. Active Learning in Higher Education, 

13, 9-21. http://doi.org./10.1177/149787411429190.  

Kealey, B. T., Holland, J., & Watson, M. (2005). Preliminary Evidence on the Association 

between Critical Thinking and Performance in Principles of Accounting. Issues in 

Accounting Education. http://doi.org./10.2308/iace.2005.20.1.33 



Fostering Students’ … 

 

Vol. 1, No.1, April 2023/1433 H                                                                                                           46 

Kelly, R. (2004). The Relationship between Reading Achievement and Morphological Word 

Analysis in Deaf and Hearing Students Matched for Reading Level. Bowling Green State 

University. 

Khand, Z. (2004). Teaching Reading Skills: Problems and Suggestions. Journal of Research 

(Faculty of Languages and Islamic Studies). Vol.5, (43-56). 

Klingner, J.K., et al (2007). Teaching Reading Comprehension to Students with Learning 

Difficulties. New York: Guilford Press. 

Lambert, J., & Cuper, P. (2008). Multimedia technologies and familiar spaces: 21st-century 

teaching for 21st-century learners. Contemporary Issues in Technology and Teacher 

Education, 8(3), 26-276. 

Lederer, J. M. 2007. Disposition toward Critical Thinking among Occupational Therapy 

Students. American Journal of Occupational Therapy. 

https://dx.doi.org/10.5014/ajot.61.5.519  

Lomicka, L. and Lord, G. (2012). A Tale of Tweets: Analyzing Microblogging among 

Language Learners. System (40): 48-63. 

MacDonald, S. & Headlam, N. 2008. Research Methods Handbook: Introductory Guide to 

Research Methods for Social Research. Centre for Local Economic Strategies. 

www.cles.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/.../Research-Methods-Handbook.p>   

Mason, R. (2006). Learning Technologies for Adult Continuing Education. Studies in 

Continuing Education. 28:2 121-133. 

Moore, B.N and Parker. R. (2007). Critical Thinking. New York: The McGraw- Hill 

Companies, Inc., 8th Edition, p. 4. 

Norris, S.P. and Phillips, L.M. (1987). Explanations of reading comprehension: schema theory 

and critical thinking theory. Teachers College Record (2), 281–306.   

Nuttal, C. (2000). Teaching Reading Skills in a Foreign Language. Oxford: Macmillan 

Heineman. 

Palfrey, J. G., & Gasser, U. (2013). Born digital: Understanding the first generation of digital 

natives. New York: Basic. 

Pang, E.S., et al. (2003). Teaching Reading: Educational Practices Series. France: Sadag, 

Bellegarde. 

Park, S. (2013). The potential of web 2.0 tools to promote reading engagement in a general 

education course. Techtrends: Linking Research & Practice To Improve Learning, 57(2), 

46-53. doi:10.1007/s11528-013-0645-1 

Partnership for 21st Century Skills. (2009). P21 framework definitions [White paper]. 

Retrieved from http://www.p21.org 

Paul, R. W. & Elder, L. 2008. The Miniature Guide to Critical thinking: Concept and Tool, 

Foundation for Critical Thinking Press, 5th ed., p. 2. 

Paul, R., & Elder, L. 2002. Critical thinking: Tools for taking charge of your professional and 

personal life. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Financial Times Prentice Hall.  

Picard, A. (2011). The history of twitter 140 characters at a time. Retrieved from 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/technology/digital-culture/social-web/the-history-of-

twitter-140-characters-at-atime/article573416/ 

Rinaldo, S. B., Tapp, S., & Laverie, D. A. (2011). Learning by tweeting: using Twitter as a 

pedagogical tool. Journal of Marketing Education, 33(2), 194e204. 

Rockinson-szapkiw, A. and Szapkiw, M. (2011). Engaging Higher Education Students through 

Tweeting. Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE). 

Ruggiero, V.R. (2004). Beyond Feelings: A Guide to Critical Thinking. New York: The 

McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., p. 21. 

Rumelhart, D. E. (1980). Schemata: The Building Blocks of Cognition. Hillsdale: New Jersey. 



J. Febriansyah, P. Siswayani, N. Kurniawati 

47                                                                                                                            Vol. 1, No.1, April 2023/1433 H 

Sherman, K. (2013). How Social Media Changes Our Thinking and Learning. Central 

Piedmont Community College. 

Siegel, H. (2010). Critical thinking. International Encyclopedia of Education, 6, 141-145. 

Snow, C.E. (2002). Reading for Understanding: toward a research and development program 

in reading comprehension. Santa Monica: RAND. 

Snyder, L. G. & Snyder, M. J. (2008). Teaching critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

The Delta Pi Epsilon Journal, 50(2). 90-99. 

Tankersley, K. (2003). The threads of reading strategies for literacy development. Virginia 

USA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) Publication. 

Washburn, P. (2010). The Vocabulary of Critical Thinking, (New York: Oxford University 

Press, Inc., 2010), p. 3. 

Watson and Glaser. (2012). The Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal (W-GCTA). 

London: Pearson Education Ltd. 

Wijayanti, E. (2015). The Correlation between Students’ Critical Thinking and Their Reading 

Comprehension Ability at the Third Grade of SMPN 3 Natar Lampung Selatan in 

2014/2015 Academic Year. Lampung: University of Lampung. 

Yu-hui, Z. And Li-rong, N. Y. (2010). Application of Schema Theory in Teaching College 

English Reading. Canadian Social Science. 

 


