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Abstract: The transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque (Masjid Seribu Pintu) in Tangerang 

reflects a shift in function from a place of worship to a multifunctional space encompassing religious, 

social, cultural, and economic dimensions. This study aims to examine the historical and cultural 

factors driving this transformation, the mosque's role in religious tourism, and its impact on the local 

community. Using a qualitative approach, data were collected through field observations, in-depth 

interviews with mosque administrators and visitors, and a review of relevant literature. The findings 

reveal that the mosque’s unique architectural elements—such as its numerous doors, dark corridors, 

Islamic calligraphy, and tawasul chamber—not only enhance the spiritual experience but also serve as 

key attractions for religious tourists. This transformation is supported by active local community 

participation in economic activities and the preservation of spiritual values, although it poses 

challenges in maintaining the sanctity of worship. These findings suggest the need for sustainable 

religious tourism policies that balance the mosque’s sacred function with its socio-economic role. The 

originality of this research lies in its integration of religious architecture, Islam Nusantara spirituality, 

and cultural capital within the context of contemporary tourism. This study contributes conceptually 

to scholarship on sacred space, religious tourism governance, and the mosque’s role as a cultural and 

economic hub in modern Muslim societies. 

Keywords: Islamic architecture; mosque transformation; Nusantara Islam; religious tourism; sacred 

space. 

Abstract: Transformasi Masjid Seribu Pintu di Tangerang mencerminkan pergeseran fungsi masjid 

dari ruang ibadah semata menjadi ruang multifungsi yang mencakup aspek keagamaan, sosial, 

budaya, dan ekonomi. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji faktor historis dan kultural yang 

mendorong perubahan tersebut, peran masjid dalam pariwisata religi, serta dampaknya terhadap 

masyarakat lokal. Dengan pendekatan kualitatif, data dikumpulkan melalui observasi lapangan, 

wawancara dengan pengelola masjid dan pengunjung, serta studi literatur. Hasil penelitian 

menunjukkan bahwa elemen arsitektur unik masjid—seperti banyaknya pintu, lorong gelap, kaligrafi 

Islam, dan ruang tawasul—tidak hanya memperkuat pengalaman spiritual, tetapi juga menjadi daya 

tarik utama bagi wisatawan. Transformasi ini didukung oleh partisipasi aktif komunitas lokal dalam 

aktivitas ekonomi dan pelestarian nilai spiritual, meskipun menghadirkan tantangan dalam menjaga 

kekhusyukan ibadah. Temuan ini berimplikasi pada perlunya kebijakan wisata religi berkelanjutan 

yang mampu menjaga keseimbangan antara fungsi sakral dan fungsi sosial-ekonomi masjid. Keaslian 

penelitian ini terletak pada integrasi antara kajian arsitektur religius, spiritualitas Islam Nusantara, 

dan modal budaya dalam konteks pariwisata kontemporer. Penelitian ini memberikan kontribusi 

konseptual terhadap studi ruang keagamaan, tata kelola wisata religi, serta peran masjid sebagai 

simpul budaya dan ekonomi di masyarakat Muslim modern. 

Keywords: Arsitektur Islam; transformasi masjid; Islam Nusantara; pariwisata religi; ruang sakral. 
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1. Introduction 

The transformation of the mosque's function from a place of worship to a multifunctional public 

space has become a prominent social phenomenon in various Muslim regions, including Indonesia. 

One of the most striking examples is the Thousand Doors Mosque (Masjid Seribu Pintu) in Kampung 

Bayur, Tangerang City, Banten Province. Originally built as a place of worship, this mosque has now 

transformed into a popular religious tourism destination, attracting both domestic and international 

visitors. This phenomenon is not isolated but aligns with the increasing trend of halal tourism and 

religious tourism in Indonesia. According to the 2023 Global Muslim Travel Index (GMTI), Indonesia 

ranks first as the most Muslim-friendly destination in the world, alongside Malaysia, with the highest 

index score among 138 halal travel destinations (Annur, 2023). Domestic data also shows high interest 

in religious tourism: the Demak Grand Mosque recorded over 131,000 visitors during the 2024 Eid 

holiday, the Banten Lama area received around 17,000 visitors daily during Eid al-Fitr (Assathir, 2025), 

and the Al Jabbar Grand Mosque in Bandung topped the tourism visits in West Java with 229,097 

visitors in March–April 2024 (Bagaskara, 2025). This increase in visits also drives the socio-economic 

dynamics of the local communities around the mosque, particularly in micro-enterprises, trade, and 

service sectors. This transformation not only reflects a shift in the function of worship spaces but also 

raises important questions about the boundaries between sacredness and commercialization in 

religious spaces, which are increasingly driven by tourism and cultural consumption. 

This phenomenon reflects not only the growing public interest in religious tourism but also a 

broader shift in the values and functions of sacred spaces in modern contexts. While mosques continue 

to serve as places of worship, they increasingly operate as sites of spiritual recreation, social interaction, 

and local economic activity. The influx of visitors stimulates microenterprises, trade, and services 

around mosque areas, yet it also poses challenges in preserving the sanctity of worship amid 

commercialization. Academically, this transformation opens discussions on the interplay between 

religion, culture, and economy in contemporary Muslim societies, highlighting the dynamics of Islam 

Nusantara within modernity. Practically, it underscores the need for sustainable religious tourism 

policies that balance sacred functions with socio-economic roles, situating mosque transformation as 

not only a local issue but also part of global Islamic dynamics where sacred spaces are integral to social, 

cultural, and economic life. 

Building on the broader discussion of mosque transformations, previous research has consistently 

emphasized that mosques have historically functioned as multifunctional centers that integrate 

religious, educational, cultural, and social roles. At their core, mosques continue to serve as sacred 

spaces for prayer and spiritual activities, while also fostering community cohesion and interfaith 

understanding (Fuady, Aulia, & Jumala, 2024; Raja, 2024). Beyond their religious function, mosques 

have long been recognized as centers of education. Studies in Malaysia, for instance, show that mosques 

increasingly incorporate libraries and learning commons to facilitate both formal and informal 

education, highlighting their role in community learning and youth development (Noordin, Sani, 

Masrek, Mohamad, & Shamsuddin, 2017; Udin et al., 2024; Yin et al., 2015). Furthermore, mosques also 

serve as cultural hubs that host festivals, deliberations, and social services, and in many contexts, they 

contribute directly to economic empowerment through the management of waqf and zakat institutions 

(Adhani, Triani, Indainanto, & Safira, 2024). Their multifunctionality extends even further during times 

of crisis, as several studies document the transformation of mosques into spaces of disaster response 

and community resilience, serving multi-ethnic and multi-religious groups in times of need (Haraty, 

Raschid, & Utaberta, 2018). 

In addition to their multifunctional role within communities, mosques have increasingly been 

studied as objects of religious tourism and cultural heritage, highlighting their capacity to attract 

visitors through historical, architectural, and spiritual dimensions. Comparative studies on historical 

mosques in Indonesia and Japan, such as the Demak Great Mosque, the Kudus Minaret Mosque, and 

the Kobe and Tokyo Camii, underscore the importance of preserving authenticity and cultural elements 

as central to their tourism appeal (Ajar, 2024). Beyond Southeast Asia, unique cases such as the 

underground mosques of Mangystau dating back to the 10th–13th centuries exemplify how sacred 
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architecture carved into natural landscapes contributes distinctively to religious tourism (Koshim, 

Sergeyeva, Saparov, Berdibayeva, & Assylbekova, 2021). Similarly, research on heritage mosques in 

Mafraq Province emphasizes the need for conservation policies to sustain their architectural simplicity 

and historical significance while promoting them as Islamic tourism destinations (Rjoub & Al-Housan, 

2013). Broader discussions also reveal the underexplored role of religious leadership in heritage 

tourism development, with scholars noting that effective integration of sacred heritage into tourism 

requires collaboration between religious authorities and cultural institutions (Olsen & Esplin, 2020). At 

the same time, mosques are recognized as contributors to local economic welfare, particularly in 

Malaysia, where institutional mechanisms such as zakat and waqf support community development 

alongside tourism initiatives (Abd Wakil, Ab Rahman, & Baharuddin, 2024). Conservation studies 

highlight both the opportunities and challenges of sustaining these heritage sites: for instance, the 

Erzurum Great Mosque in Turkey illustrates how preservation can ensure cultural continuity for future 

generations (İsmailoglu & Sipahi, 2021), while analyses of monumental mosques in Asia reveal their 

ideological significance as symbols of nationhood and religious landscapes (Koch, Valiyev, & Zaini, 

2018). Case studies from Makkah demonstrate how heritage-based tourism aligns with national 

agendas such as Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, balancing heritage preservation with large-scale 

pilgrimage flows (Bagader, 2020), while studies in Cyprus draw attention to abandoned or re-

functioned religious buildings that challenge cultural memory and call for adaptive reuse strategies 

(Mısırlısoy & Günçe, 2022). Collectively, these studies affirm that mosques function not only as sacred 

spaces but also as cultural heritage sites and tourism destinations. However, they also highlight a 

recurring gap: the difficulty of balancing sacredness with commercialization, raising the need for 

sustainable management frameworks that preserve both spiritual values and socio-economic 

contributions. 

Beyond their sacred and cultural roles, mosques have increasingly been recognized as important 

drivers of local community economy within the framework of halal tourism. As key religious 

landmarks, mosques attract Muslim tourists seeking spaces that facilitate prayer and provide cultural 

experiences consistent with Islamic values, thereby enhancing the overall appeal of halal tourism 

destinations (Ajar, 2024; Egresi & Kara, 2018). Studies highlight that the integration of mosque-based 

facilities with tourism infrastructure—such as halal food outlets, prayer spaces, and heritage trails—

significantly contributes to tourist satisfaction and economic growth in Muslim-majority contexts like 

Malaysia and Indonesia (Absah, Yuliaty, & Anuar, 2024; Mahardhani et al., 2024). Moreover, mosque-

centered economic initiatives, including the management of waqf and community-based enterprises, 

have been shown to empower local residents by generating income, creating jobs, and supporting social 

welfare (Radzi, Yaacob, & Ahmad, 2024). Case studies from Lombok, popularly branded as the “Island 

of a Thousand Mosques,” demonstrate how religious symbolism and mosque density are leveraged as 

unique selling points to strengthen halal tourism branding and foster local entrepreneurship 

(Putrawan, Afwani, Dwiyansaputra, Nugraha, & Sayuti, 2024). At the policy level, halal tourism 

initiatives linked with mosque development not only stimulate local economies but also promote 

cultural exchange and cohesion between visitors and host communities (Booth & Mohammed, 2024; 

Marlinda, Tamara, Sambora, & Jatmika, 2025). Nevertheless, scholars also note persistent challenges, 

particularly regarding infrastructure readiness, cultural sensitivity in non-Muslim regions, and risks of 

over-commercialization that may compromise spiritual values (Bamiro, Oshoba, Yahya, & Li, 2025; 

Lumbanraja & Kandias Saraan, 2025). Taken together, these studies confirm that mosques function as 

pivotal nodes in the halal tourism ecosystem, balancing sacredness with economic vitality. Yet, the 

challenge of ensuring sustainable management while maintaining their spiritual integrity remains an 

unresolved issue in the literature, providing a critical entry point for further research. 

Despite the richness of existing scholarship, several research gaps remain unaddressed across the 

three clusters reviewed. Studies on mosques as multifunctional centers have primarily emphasized 

their religious, educational, and cultural roles, yet they often overlook how these functions evolve when 

mosques intersect with the forces of tourism and commercialization. Research on mosques as objects of 

religious tourism and cultural heritage has documented their architectural uniqueness and historical 
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value, but it tends to focus on preservation and visitor management rather than critically analyzing the 

socio-cultural consequences of their transformation into tourist hubs. Meanwhile, literature on 

mosques as drivers of local community economy within the halal tourism framework has highlighted 

their contribution to economic empowerment, but insufficient attention has been given to the tension 

between economic benefits and the preservation of sacredness. Taken together, these gaps point to the 

need for a more integrative analysis that situates the transformation of mosques—such as the Thousand 

Doors Mosque—within the broader dynamics of religious tourism, community identity, and 

sustainable management. 

Given these research gaps, this study is driven by the following central problem: How does the 

functional transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque from a sacred worship space into a religious 

tourism hub reshape its religious, socio-cultural, and economic roles, and what tensions emerge 

between its sacredness and commercialization? While previous studies have examined mosques as 

centers of worship, education, cultural heritage, or economic drivers within halal tourism, there has 

been limited integrative analysis of how these dimensions intersect in practice. Specifically, the case of 

the Thousand Doors Mosque illustrates not only a historical and architectural uniqueness that attracts 

visitors but also a lived negotiation between spiritual sanctity, cultural capital, and local economic 

empowerment. Thus, the urgency of this research lies in providing a comprehensive understanding of 

how sacred spaces are redefined in contemporary Muslim societies, offering both theoretical insights 

into the interplay between religion, culture, and economy, and practical implications for developing 

sustainable religious tourism policies that preserve the mosque’s sanctity while supporting community 

resilience. 

From the researcher’s perspective, the transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque cannot be 

seen merely as a shift in physical function from worship to tourism, but rather as a complex process of 

meaning-making in which religious, cultural, and economic dimensions intersect. This transformation 

reflects not only the adaptability of religious spaces to contemporary demands but also the ways in 

which mosques serve as arenas where identity, spirituality, and socio-economic interests are 

negotiated. Theoretically, this study draws on Pierre Bourdieu’s (1986) concept of Cultural Capital and 

Richard Butler’s (1980) Tourism Area Life Cycle (TALC) Theory to frame this process. Within 

Bourdieu’s framework, the Thousand Doors Mosque represents the accumulation of cultural capital in 

three interconnected forms: embodied, through spiritual practices and mystical narratives performed 

by pilgrims; objectified, through its unique architectural features such as symbolic doors, dark 

corridors, and calligraphy; and institutionalized, through its recognition as a religious tourism 

landmark in Banten. This cultural capital functions as both a spiritual resource and a symbolic asset 

that strengthens local identity within a wider religious-cultural framework. Meanwhile, when 

examined through Butler’s TALC theory, the mosque currently occupies the “development stage,” 

characterized by the rising influx of visitors, the growth of local economic activities, and external 

interventions that begin to challenge community control over the site. Together, these theoretical lenses 

underscore the central argument of this study: the Thousand Doors Mosque has evolved into a dynamic 

symbolic space in which sacred values and commercialization are continuously contested, requiring 

sensitive governance to preserve its sanctity while enabling sustainable religious tourism. 

2. Method 

This study focuses on the functional transformation and cultural meaning of the Thousand Doors 

Mosque, located in Kampung Bayur, Tangerang, Banten. The research examines how the mosque’s role 

has evolved from being solely a place of worship to a center for religious tourism and socio-cultural 

activities. The unit of analysis includes the mosque itself, the surrounding community, visitors involved 

in religious tourism activities, and the stakeholders responsible for managing the mosque. Specifically, 

this study investigates the mosque’s unique architecture, religious practices, and the economic impact 

related to its transformation. 

The research design employed is descriptive qualitative, which aims to explore the dynamics of 

the mosque’s function and its role in cultural diversity (Creswell & Poth, 2016). A qualitative approach 
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was selected because it provides a deeper understanding of the social and cultural phenomena 

surrounding the mosque. This method is ideal for capturing subjective experiences, historical 

narratives, and the community’s perspectives, which cannot be explained quantitatively. Through a 

descriptive approach, this study aims to offer an interpretation of the mosque’s function both as a 

religious institution and as a cultural marker. 

This study uses both primary and secondary data sources. Primary data was obtained through 

direct interviews with key informants, including one mosque manager responsible for religious and 

tourism activities, two local residents who have witnessed the mosque’s transformation over time, two 

small-scale vendors, and three regular visitors (pilgrims) who visit for both worship and tourism 

purposes. These informants were purposively selected based on their knowledge and experience 

related to the mosque. Meanwhile, secondary data was collected from various documents, journal 

articles, books, and other literature relevant to the socio-cultural and religious aspects of the Thousand 

Doors Mosque. Additionally, media sources and official reports related to halal tourism and religious 

tourism in Indonesia were reviewed to provide broader context. 

Data collection was conducted using multiple methods to obtain a holistic understanding of the 

research object. The techniques used include: First, semi-structured interviews, which were conducted 

based on a pre-prepared guide, but still allowed room for informants to freely explain their experiences. 

The questions focused on the mosque’s history, functional changes, visitor involvement, and the 

economic impact on the surrounding community. Second, participatory observation over two weeks at 

the mosque site. The researcher noted social interactions, religious activities, economic activities, and 

visitor participation to understand the daily dynamics at the mosque. Third, document analysis of 

secondary sources such as historical archives, media articles, and previous research was conducted to 

complement the primary data. This analysis provided contextual background related to the mosque’s 

historical and cultural values. 

The collected data was analyzed using thematic analysis, a qualitative method that identifies 

recurring patterns and themes in the data (Matthew B. Miles & Huberman, 2013). The analysis steps 

included: transcribing and reviewing interview results and observation notes, identifying key themes 

related to the mosque’s transformation, cultural adaptation, and socio-economic impacts, categorizing 

codes into broader categories such as “religious function,” “tourist attraction,” and “community 

involvement,” and integrating findings from various data sources to draw meaningful conclusions 

about the mosque’s evolving role in society. 

3. Results 

The Role of the Thousand Doors Mosque in Religious Tourism 

The Thousand Doors Mosque (Masjid Seribu Pintu), located in Kampung Bayur, Tangerang, is a 

unique religious site that reflects the historical, architectural, and socio-religious dynamics of the 

Muslim community in Indonesia. Established in 1978 by Sheikh Al Faqir Mahdi (also known as Sheikh 

Mahdi Hasan Al Qudrotillah), the mosque was originally built as a place for preaching and worship 

that is open to all groups, without social or sectarian divisions. This inclusive vision is symbolically 

represented through the mosque’s architecture, which consists of hundreds of small corridors and 

doors, rather than the large halls typical of conventional mosques (Alwi, 2016; Fatimah, 2017). The walls 

of the mosque are adorned with Arabic calligraphy and the number 99, representing the Asmaul 

Husna, emphasizing the spiritual identity of the mosque. 

Interviews with the mosque manager, Rusdi, provide further evidence that the transformation of 

the mosque’s function from a place of worship to a multifunctional space and religious tourism 

destination has been a gradual process. 

When it was first built, the intention was purely for preaching and prayer. But since the 2000s, 

more and more people started coming, especially from outside the city. They were curious about 

the story of Sheikh Mahdi and the building, which was said to be unique, different from regular 

mosques. Eventually, many people came not just to pray, but to visit and take a look. Now it’s 



Religion: Journal of Religious and Cross-Cultural Studies 9, 1 (2025): 67-88 72 of 88 

 

Merina and Cahya Aditya Pratama / From Sacred Space to Religious Tourism: The Transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Tangerang, Indonesia 

common to see bus groups, sometimes five or six a day (Rusdi, Personal Communication, May 16, 

2022). 

This statement shows that the shift in the mosque’s function was not instantaneous, but rather the 

result of a combination of historical factors, unique architecture, and the influence of the pilgrimage 

culture and spiritual quest of urban communities. Several key factors have contributed to the 

transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque. 

Firstly, the historical and charismatic influence of the founder. Sheikh Al Faqir Mahdi is known 

not only as a preacher but also as a charismatic spiritual figure, believed to possess unique qualities by 

some in the community. His tomb, located near the mosque complex, serves as a major pilgrimage site, 

especially during the annual commemoration of his death. This tradition strengthens the spiritual 

aspect of the mosque and attracts visitors from various regions (Waluyo, Nurohman, Safitri, & 

Qurniawati, 2022). 

Secondly, the uniqueness of the architecture as a cultural and tourism attraction. The mosque is 

designed with a combination of Middle Eastern, Baroque, and even Mesoamerican influences, such as 

Maya and Aztec styles (Latifah, 2023). This diverse blend of architectural elements makes the mosque 

an aesthetic and cultural object that attracts tourists, photographers, and social media content creators. 

The numerous corridors and doors create a unique visual and spiritual experience. 

 

Figure 1. The Corridor of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Source: Personal Document 

 

Figure 2. The Exterior of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Source: Personal Document 
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Visual documentation further strengthens the depiction of the mosque’s unique design. Figure 1 

shows the corridor leading to the main prayer hall, resembling a labyrinth, while Figure 2 depicts the 

exterior of the mosque, which resembles a fortress rather than a traditional mosque. The carved bricks 

with the number 99 and Arabic calligraphy further emphasize the mosque’s spiritual significance. 

Thirdly, the culture of pilgrimage and local narratives. In the local religious practices, pilgrimage 

is not only intended for prayer but also as a way of remembering and reconnecting with the scholarly 

lineage. Stories of Sheikh Mahdi’s simple life and teachings of tolerance continue to be passed down 

orally, creating a unique attraction that expands the mosque’s function as both a spiritual center and a 

narrative-religious destination (Rusdi, Interview, May 16, 2022). 

Fourthly, the participation and adaptation of the local community. This transformation has also 

been made possible by the active support of the surrounding community. Locals have established small 

businesses, selling souvenirs, offering parking services, and providing tour guide services, as well as 

assisting in the physical maintenance of the mosque. Many of them recognize that the presence of 

tourists not only revives the local economy but also strengthens religious values and their cultural 

identity pride. 

We, as locals, really feel proud. Initially, it was just an ordinary mosque, but now people from 

outside the city come. Some come to pray, some come to visit, and some just come out of curiosity 

about the building. What’s important is that this mosque remains clean, quiet, and still maintains 

its worship practices, while also bringing economic benefits to the community (Fahrudin, 

Interview with a local resident, May 17, 2022). 

Fifthly, external driving factors, such as media narratives and the halal tourism trend. Local and 

national media coverage about the uniqueness of the Thousand Doors Mosque has increased its 

visibility as a tourist destination. Additionally, the government’s promotion of halal tourism has further 

encouraged the public to include this mosque as part of the national religious tourism network. Several 

media reports have mentioned that the Thousand Doors Mosque is a popular and primary destination 

for religious tourism in Banten (Halim, 2025; Harahap, 2025). 

Through a combination of historical, architectural, spiritual factors, and local community 

participation, the Thousand Doors Mosque has become one of the most prominent religious tourism 

trends in Banten. Several sources describe the mosque as one of the favorite religious tourism 

destinations after iconic sites such as the Great Mosque of Banten Lama, the Sultanate of Banten Tomb 

Complex (especially the Tomb of Sultan Maulana Hasanuddin), the Ats-Tsauroh Grand Mosque in 

Serang, the Tomb of Sheikh Muhammad Sholeh in Gunung Santri, the Tomb of Sheikh Asnawi in 

Caringin, and the Cilegon Grand Mosque. The main appeal of the Thousand Doors Mosque lies in the 

founder’s historical legacy, its unique architecture rich in spiritual symbolism, and the enduring 

pilgrimage tradition (CNN Indonesia, 2023). 

According to Imran, a pilgrim from Jakarta whom I met during my visit on May 15, 2022, the 

mosque has added significance because it represents the spread of Islam in the western part of Java. He 

explained: 

This mosque is not only unique because of the many doors, but it is also important as evidence of 

the history of Islamic propagation in Banten. Its founder, Sheikh Mahdi Hasan Al Qudrotillah, was 

an Arab-born scholar who spread Islam with a peaceful and inclusive approach. Personally, I feel 

that by visiting his tomb, I am honoring the struggle of the past scholars, the successors of Prophet 

Muhammad SAW, and it is part of seeking blessings in life (Imran, Personal Communication, May 

15, 2022). 

This statement indicates that for many pilgrims, visiting the mosque is not just a recreational 

activity, but a spiritual experience that strengthens their connection with local and transnational Islamic 

heritage. Thus, the popularity of the Thousand Doors Mosque is not only based on its uniqueness as a 

building but also on the historical and spiritual narratives surrounding it. As part of the religious 

tourism network in Banten, the mosque plays an important role in revitalizing pilgrimage practices 

while bridging the urban generation with the heritage of Islam in the archipelago. 
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From the collected data, at least four main trends can be identified. First, the transformation of the 

mosque’s function occurred gradually, as evidenced by the increasing interest from tourists since the 

early 2000s. Second, the main attraction of the mosque comes from its unique architecture and the 

historical value of its founder, considered a wali (saint) or great scholar. Third, the local community has 

played an active role in supporting the mosque’s function by providing supporting services such as 

parking, food stalls, and tour guide services. Fourth, the mosque now holds an important position in 

the religious tourism map of Banten, alongside other historic religious sites. In conclusion, the 

Thousand Doors Mosque is not merely a place of worship, but has become a center of interaction 

between religion, culture, and the local economy. 

These findings indicate that religious spaces can transform into multifunctional public spaces 

without losing their sacredness, as long as the adaptation process involves the local community and 

maintains the inherent spiritual values. The case of the Thousand Doors Mosque reinforces the 

understanding that religious tourism in Indonesia is not only driven by tourism promotion but also by 

the power of historical narratives and local cultural uniqueness. In a broader context, this mosque 

exemplifies how religious sites can play a strategic role in strengthening cultural identity while 

contributing to the economic empowerment of the surrounding community. These findings also 

highlight the importance of value-based management and participation to maintain the balance 

between worship and tourism functions. 

Social, Cultural, and Economic Integration at the Thousand Doors Mosque 

The transformation of the mosque’s function from solely a place of worship to a center of social, 

cultural, and economic activity has significantly expanded the social-cultural impact of the mosque on 

the community. The mosque is no longer understood merely as a place for performing prayers and 

other religious activities; it has also become a multifunctional public space. This phenomenon reflects 

a paradigm shift in viewing mosques as religious institutions that also facilitate social interaction, 

cultural preservation, and even economic activities within the surrounding community. 

This is supported by research indicating that modern mosques, including those built in the past, 

not only serve as places for religious activities but also fulfill broader functions, including economic 

and recreational roles. Rifa’i (2016) asserts that contemporary mosques play a role not only in 

facilitating religious practices but also in expressing national identity, aesthetics, and cultural values. 

Similarly, Aulet and Vidal (2018) highlight that mosques can represent both sacred and profane spaces, 

offering recreational experiences for visitors. This is particularly relevant in Indonesia, where people 

view visits to mosques not only as religious activities but also as opportunities to admire Islamic 

architectural heritage and the development of Islamic civilization (Wiryomartono, 2023). 

The large number of mosques in Indonesia further reinforces this finding. According to data from 

the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia (Bahtiar, 2014), there are approximately 

291,439 mosques spread throughout the country. Prominent historical mosques such as the 

Baiturrahman Grand Mosque in Aceh, Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Al-Jabar Mosque in West Java, Sheikh 

Ahmad Khatib Al-Minangkabawi Mosque in West Sumatra, the Demak Grand Mosque, and the Al-

Aqsha Menara Kudus Mosque in Central Java, as well as the Thousand Doors Mosque in Banten, 

exemplify how mosques have evolved into centers of religious activity and religious tourism 

destinations (Hawari, 2023). 

Historically, the dual function of mosques is not a new concept. Since the time of the Prophet 

Muhammad SAW, mosques have played roles as both spiritual and socio-political centers. When the 

Prophet migrated from Mecca to Medina, he built the Quba Mosque and the Nabawi Mosque, which 

were not only used for prayer but also served as venues for community discussions, decision-making, 

and the management of community finances through the Bait al-Mal. Therefore, the transformation of 

the mosque’s function in the contemporary era can be viewed as a historical continuation of the 

mosque’s role as a central institution for the Muslim community’s holistic life, focused on the welfare 

of the people (Usman, 2020). 
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The Thousand Doors Mosque in Tangerang plays a similar role as a center for religion, social 

activities, and the economy. The mosque regularly holds study groups, attracts visitors from various 

regions in Indonesia, and provides economic opportunities for local traders. To illustrate its role as both 

a religious and socio-cultural center, the Thousand Doors Mosque regularly organizes various activities 

that attract worshippers and visitors from different regions. These activities range from routine study 

groups to annual commemorations and Qur’an learning for children, which together reflect the 

mosque’s integration of spiritual devotion, community education, and cultural continuity. The details 

of these activities are summarized in Table 1. 

Table 1. Regular Religious and Social Activities at the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Activity Schedule Estimated Number of 

Participants 

Study Groups (Pengajian) Friday & Monday 

nights 

50-70 participants 

Haul of Sheikh Abdul Qodir 

Jailani 

Annually 100-3,000 participants 

Celebration of Islamic Holidays Various dates 50-100 participants 

Qur'an Learning (for children) Daily 20-50 students 

 
Table 1 shows the diversity of regular religious and social activities conducted at the Thousand 

Doors Mosque. Weekly study groups (pengajian) attract between 50 and 70 participants, reflecting the 

mosque’s continuing role as a center of Islamic learning. The annual haul of Sheikh Abdul Qodir Jailani 

draws the largest number of participants, ranging from 100 to 3,000 people, signifying its importance 

as both a spiritual and cultural gathering. Celebrations of Islamic holidays also take place periodically, 

engaging 50 to 100 participants, thereby reinforcing the mosque’s function as a communal space for 

religious and cultural expression. Meanwhile, daily Qur’an learning activities involving 20 to 50 

children demonstrate the mosque’s active contribution to nurturing the younger generation in religious 

education. Collectively, these activities highlight the Thousand Doors Mosque’s dual role as a space for 

ritual devotion and as a hub for broader social interaction and cultural preservation. 

 

 

Figure 3. Pilgrimage Activities Around the Mosque 

Source: Personal Document 
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Figure 3 shows pilgrimage activities at the Thousand Doors Mosque, where visitors—both local 

and from other regions—gather to pray at the religious sites within the mosque complex. Pilgrimage 

activities such as tawasul (seeking intercession through prayer) are commonly performed, particularly 

during the haul (commemoration of the death of scholars). This visual highlights the mosque’s role as 

both a center for spiritual reflection and a religious tourism destination, attracting worshippers seeking 

blessings and a historical connection with Islamic figures from the past. 

I interviewed one of the pilgrims from Pasar Kemis, Alim, on May 16, 2022. He explained: 

I come to the Thousand Doors Mosque not only for religious tourism but also to reflect on my 

spiritual journey and to get closer to Allah. This place has a uniqueness with its dark corridors that 

offer a distinctive attraction (Alim, Personal Communication, May 16, 2022). 

This pilgrimage activity clearly demonstrates that social processes take place within the mosque. 

Although pilgrimage connotes an approach to Allah SWT through the blessings of Sheikh Mahdi Hasan 

Al Qudrotillah, social interactions between visitors occur, creating a collective identity that strengthens 

and preserves Islamic traditions in Indonesia. 

In addition to pilgrimage activities, regular study groups (pengajian) at the Thousand Doors 

Mosque demonstrate the mosque's primary function as a place for worship, drawing worshippers 

closer to Allah SWT through the human relationship with the Divine. 

 

Figure 4. Study Group Activities at the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Source: Personal Document 

Figure 4 depicts study group activities at the mosque, regularly gathering participants to learn the 

Qur’an, listen to religious lectures, and perform congregational prayers. Study groups are an essential 

aspect of the mosque’s function as a center for Islamic learning and social interaction. These activities 

involve local and regional communities, strengthening religious teachings, fostering social bonds, and 

providing spiritual guidance. This figure highlights the mosque’s active role in promoting religious 

education and building relationships across communities. 

The regular religious activities at the Thousand Doors Mosque have significantly impacted the 

social and economic dynamics of the surrounding community. The mosque has not only served as a 

center for religious rituals but has also undergone a transformation into a space for tourism and cultural 

preservation. The arrival of tourists from various regions in Indonesia, such as Jakarta, Banten, 

Tasikmalaya, Garut, Central Java, and even Kalimantan, along with international visitors from 

Malaysia and Brunei, has created a new space for economic growth for local residents. The presence of 

tourists has driven informal trade activities, such as selling bottled water, snacks, religious items, 

providing motorcycle taxis (ojek), parking spaces, and selling mosque-themed souvenirs. 

This development is reflected in the statistical data on tourist visits to the Thousand Doors 

Mosque, showing a significant increase over the past five years. While visits dropped in 2020 due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic, the number of visitors began to rise again in 2021. In 2019, the mosque recorded 

4,231 visitors, which dropped to 1,254 in 2020. However, the number surged to 3,892 in 2021, then 
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drastically increased to 12,450 in 2022, and reached 13,124 in 2023. These figures show that the mosque 

has become a sustainable religious tourism magnet, directly impacting the local community’s welfare. 

The increasing role of the Thousand Doors Mosque as a religious tourism destination can also be 

seen through statistical records of visitor numbers over the past five years. These data not only illustrate 

the fluctuating impact of the Covid-19 pandemic but also highlight the mosque’s rapid recovery and 

growing attractiveness for both local and international tourists. To provide a clearer picture of this 

trend, the following table 2 summarizes the annual number of visitors to the mosque between 2019 and 

2023. 

Table 2. Tourist Visit Data for the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Year Number of Tourists (Local & International) 

2019 4,231 

2020 1,254 

2021 3,892 

2022 12,450 

2023 13,124 

Source: Research Data, 2024 

For the local residents, the arrival of tourists has become a “blessing.” Many small vendors have 

taken advantage of this momentum to increase their family income. One street vendor, Yayah, who 

sells drinks and snacks around the mosque complex, shared: 

Thank God, since this mosque has become popular, I’ve been able to sell every day. It’s especially 

busy on Fridays, during the haul, or during holidays. Sometimes, I sell everything. I used to be 

just a housewife, now I can help my husband make a living (Yayah, Personal Communication, 

May 19, 2022). 

This testimony demonstrates that the integration of worship and religious tourism at the Thousand 

Doors Mosque is not just symbolic but also tangible in revitalizing the local economy. The mosque’s 

transformation into both a spiritual and economic space reflects how religious sites can contribute to 

local development based on culture and spirituality. 

The findings of this study show that the Thousand Doors Mosque has undergone a significant 

transformation, evolving from a place of worship to a center of social, cultural, and economic activity 

for the surrounding community. Regular religious activities, such as study groups, haul, and 

pilgrimages, have turned the mosque into a religious tourism destination, drawing visitors from both 

local and international locations. The influx of visitors has spurred the growth of local economic 

activities, from selling food and drinks to offering transportation services and parking. Visitor data 

shows a significant increase despite a temporary decline in 2020 due to the pandemic. This has created 

a community-driven economic ecosystem that blends with the religious dynamics of the community. 

From the gathered data, four main trends are evident. First, the mosque’s function is no longer 

limited to religious activities but also includes a role as a spiritual recreation space and a center for 

social interaction. Second, the consistent growth of tourist visits, particularly after the pandemic, 

demonstrates the sustainable potential of community-based religious tourism. Third, the active 

participation of the local community in supporting and capitalizing on the presence of tourists indicates 

a high level of adaptation and economic empowerment. Fourth, the continuity of religious traditions, 

such as haul and study groups, strongly indicates that the spiritual values of Islam remain alive and 

preserved amidst modern dynamics. Overall, these trends lead to the conclusion that the mosque serves 

as a point of integration between the spiritual and profane dimensions in the lives of contemporary 

Muslim communities. 

The implications of these findings show that, in the context of modern Indonesian society, mosques 

do not only function as sacred spaces for religious rituals but also as public spaces that encourage 

cultural preservation, social identity formation, and community economic strengthening. By combining 

spiritual, recreational, and economic values, the Thousand Doors Mosque represents a multifunctional 



Religion: Journal of Religious and Cross-Cultural Studies 9, 1 (2025): 67-88 78 of 88 

 

Merina and Cahya Aditya Pratama / From Sacred Space to Religious Tourism: The Transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Tangerang, Indonesia 

mosque model that is relevant to today’s societal needs. This aligns with the evolving concepts of eco-

spirituality and halal tourism, where places of worship are seen not only as spaces for individual 

worship but also as points of intersection across cultures, social classes, and regions in the bond of 

ukhuwah Islamiyah (Adie, 2019; Raya, 2022). Therefore, this research emphasizes the importance of an 

integrative approach in understanding the role of mosques, not just as religious symbols, but also as 

actors in sustainable development based on Islamic values. 

The Unique Architecture and Spiritual Meaning of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Another factor that makes the function of the Thousand Doors Mosque go beyond mere worship 

to encompass socio-economic functions is its unique architectural characteristics. This unique 

architecture has become a significant attraction for both worshippers and tourists, transforming the 

mosque from a place of worship into a site for cultural heritage preservation and tourism. The unique 

architecture of mosques in Indonesia, a result of the acculturation between pre-Islamic and Islamic 

cultures, is widely recognized. This is evident in the Kudus Tower Mosque, where the mosque's 

structure resembles a Hindu-Buddhist temple, commonly produced by those cultures. Such uniqueness 

has led many people to flock to these mosques, not only for worship but also to identify with a shared 

identity, particularly Nusantara Islam. 

The Thousand Doors Mosque, also known as the Nurul Yaqin Mosque, is called “Thousand 

Doors” because of the numerous doors spread throughout the building, though the number does not 

actually reach one thousand (Haki & Permatasari, 2023). These doors not only enhance the visual 

grandeur but also symbolize openness and diversity in the practice of Islam. Each door is intricately 

carved, blending local art expressions with Islamic calligraphy. 

Many doors symbolize the openness of Islamic teachings, that each person has their own path to 

Allah. Meanwhile, the dark corridors are intentionally designed to make us reflect before entering 

the main prayer hall (Rusdi, Personal Communication, May 16, 2022). 

Figure 5 illustrates the main building of the Thousand Doors Mosque, which resembles a fortress 

rather than a conventional mosque. The architecture highlights its distinctive elements, such as multiple 

entrances, thick walls, and corridors that create a labyrinth-like impression. This structural design not 

only reflects symbolic openness in Islamic teachings—suggesting that every individual has a path to 

Allah—but also serves as a medium for spiritual reflection through its dark passages. The unusual 

combination of Baroque and Mesoamerican stylistic influences further strengthens its uniqueness, 

transforming the mosque into both a religious site and a cultural landmark that attracts worshippers 

and tourists alike. 

 

 

Figure 5. Building of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Source: SalsaWisata.com 
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In addition, the mosque’s overall structure resembles a fortress rather than a traditional mosque, 

making it unique. The design, combining Baroque architecture and Mesoamerican styles, has turned 

the mosque into a historical landmark in Tangerang. Mosque manager Rusdi recalls that in the 1980s, 

when it was first built, the mosque faced much opposition because of its unconventional design, even 

being accused of harboring heretical teachings. However, today, this very uniqueness has become a 

major attraction for visitors (Rusdi, Personal Communication, May 16, 2022). 

Another unique feature is the presence of dark corridors in the mosque. According to the mosque 

manager, this architectural element is crucial for fostering introspection, providing space for 

worshippers to spiritually transition from the outside world to the main prayer area. This aligns with 

Islamic teachings that encourage self-awareness and humility before Allah. The dark corridors 

represent a spiritual journey, redirecting visitors' attention from the outside world to the prayer hall. 

These corridors embody the concept of muhasabah, or self-reflection, reinforcing the mosque's function 

as a space for spiritual purification (Interview, Rusdi, May 16, 2022). The dark corridors enhance the 

traditional ambiance of the mosque, which holds significant cultural values. 

A visitor, Putri, shared her experience: 

Walking through the dark corridor made me feel very humble, as if I was being prepared to face 

Allah. Through that dark corridor, I felt close to Allah, marveling and sensing what it might feel 

like after we leave this world (Putri, Personal Communication, May 16, 2022). 

Figure 6 depicts one of the dark corridors inside the Thousand Doors Mosque, built from exposed 

bricks and arched structures that create a cave-like atmosphere. This architectural design emphasizes 

solemnity and reflection, guiding worshippers to transition spiritually from the external world into the 

prayer hall. The dim lighting and narrow passageway cultivate humility and awareness, resonating 

with the Islamic principle of muhasabah (self-reflection). For many visitors, the experience of walking 

through this corridor embodies a symbolic spiritual journey, reinforcing the mosque’s role not only as 

a place of worship but also as a site of inner contemplation and purification. 

 

Figure 6. Corridor Leading to the Prayer Room 

Source: Liburanmulu.com 

The presence of Islamic calligraphy is another distinctive feature of this mosque. Verses from the 

Qur'an and prayers are beautifully carved on the doors and walls, strengthening the religious message 

while enhancing the mosque’s aesthetics. The integration of local art traditions, including Javanese and 

Nusantara motifs, reflects a harmonious blend of cultural heritage and Islamic spirituality. 

Figure 7 illustrates one of the walls of the Thousand Doors Mosque adorned with Islamic 

calligraphy, carved and painted in bold circular motifs alongside intricately designed wooden doors. 

This calligraphy, featuring verses from the Qur’an and prayers, not only strengthens the mosque’s 

spiritual atmosphere but also enhances its aesthetic appeal. The artistic integration of Javanese and 

Nusantara motifs within the calligraphic design reflects a cultural synthesis that characterizes Islam 
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Nusantara. For worshippers and visitors alike, the calligraphy functions as both a spiritual reminder 

and a visual marker of the mosque’s unique identity as a site where sacred text and local artistic 

traditions converge. 

 

 
Figure 7. Calligraphy on the Walls of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Source: Personal Documentation 

The presence of this calligraphy, which has existed for decades, further adds to the unique and 

iconic nature of the mosque. The calligraphy contains verses from the Qur'an, serving as spiritual 

reminders and aesthetic elements while reflecting the fusion of Islamic art within the mosque's 

architecture. 

My purpose in coming here is to worship and hope to find blessings from the past scholars, 

including from Sheikh Mahdi Hasan Al Qudrotillah. I do this through tawasul, tahlil, and prayer. 

This is the same method used by past scholars (Putri, Personal Communication, May 16, 2022). 

In addition, the existence of a room called the tawasul room adds to the mosque’s uniqueness, 

drawing worshippers and tourists alike. This sacred room within the mosque is used for prayer and 

supplication. It is typically used for dhikr (remembrance of Allah) or moments of solitude filled with 

reverence. Its hidden and peaceful location aligns with the mosque’s purpose as a place for spiritual 

reflection. Figure 8 captures visitors gathered inside the tawasul room of the Thousand Doors Mosque, 

a sacred space characterized by its dimly lit, narrow walls that enhance the atmosphere of solemnity. 

This room is traditionally used for dhikr (remembrance of Allah), tahlil, and supplication, especially by 

those seeking blessings through spiritual connection with past scholars, including Sheikh Mahdi Hasan 

Al Qudrotillah. The humble and secluded design of the room reinforces its function as a place for 

introspection and spiritual retreat, allowing worshippers to momentarily detach from worldly 

distractions. The image illustrates how the tawasul room continues to serve as a living heritage of 

Islamic spirituality, attracting both worshippers and tourists who wish to experience its contemplative 

ambiance. 
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Figure 8. The Tawasul Room 

Source: Personal Documentation 

Thus, the presence of several unique architectural elements, such as the doors, calligraphy, 

corridors, and the tawasul room, enhances the message that the Thousand Doors Mosque serves to 

attract many worshippers to pray and discover its spiritual meaning. This makes the mosque 

multifunctional, as a place for worship and spiritual exploration due to its unique architecture. 

The architectural uniqueness of the Thousand Doors Mosque is not only visually striking but also 

holds profound symbolic meaning. Data show that elements such as numerous doors, dark corridors, 

Islamic calligraphy, and the tawasul room are not merely aesthetic ornaments but tools to build a 

spiritual experience for both worshippers and tourists. The fortress-like building, Nusantara-style 

ornaments, and statements from the mosque manager and visitors reinforce the impression that the 

mosque functions in dual ways: as a place of worship and as a cultural and tourism space. 

From the data collected, three patterns can be identified. First, the mosque’s architecture contains 

spiritual symbols, such as the doors and dark corridors, intentionally designed to facilitate self-

reflection and spiritual awareness. Second, artistic elements such as calligraphy and local carvings 

contribute to reinforcing the inclusive and aesthetic identity of Nusantara Islam. Third, special spaces 

such as the tawasul room demonstrate the preservation of traditional religious practices that are still 

sought after today. Fourth, the presence of these elements contributes to the increasing number of 

religious tourists, both domestic and international. 

These findings demonstrate that the mosque’s architecture not only serves structurally but also as 

a medium for communicating values and identity. The Thousand Doors Mosque stands as a concrete 

example of how a place of worship can evolve into a center for spirituality, culture, and sustainable 

economic development. By integrating local values and Islamic symbolism, the mosque expands the 

meaning of religiosity in a contemporary context. This provides new insights into how modern 

mosques can play a strategic role in strengthening Islamic identity and developing halal tourism based 

on cultural heritage. 

4. Discussion 

This study's findings show that the Thousand Doors Mosque has undergone a significant 

transformation from its original function as a place of worship to a multifunctional religious tourism 

hub. This transformation is driven by unique architecture, distinctive spirituality, and the active 

involvement of the community in maintaining religious traditions. Several key elements, such as 

symbolic doors, dark corridors for spiritual reflection, Islamic calligraphy, and the tawasul room, have 

become major attractions for both worshippers and tourists. Additionally, the increasing public interest 

in religious tourism and the economic involvement of the surrounding community have strengthened 

the mosque's role as a center for religious, social, and economic activities. 

This transformation can be explained through the interplay of variables that reinforce one another. 

The mosque's unique architecture serves as a visual medium that stimulates curiosity and spiritual 
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reverence, thereby encouraging tourist visits. This uniqueness is complemented by ritual activities such 

as study circles (pengajian) and commemorations (haul), which strengthen collective meaning and the 

mosque's social legitimacy. The community's involvement in economic activities, including small 

businesses and tourism support services, further reinforces the mosque's social function. Thus, the 

relationship between architectural attraction, religious practices, and economic dynamics indicates that 

the mosque is not only a sacred space but also a dynamic public space. 

From a theoretical perspective, the transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque can be 

explained through Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of cultural capital (1986). The mosque’s unique 

architectural design—symbolic doors, dark corridors, and carved calligraphy—functions as objectified 

cultural capital, providing tangible markers of identity and heritage that attract both worshippers and 

tourists. At the same time, embodied cultural capital emerges through the spiritual practices and 

mystical narratives performed in the mosque, such as tawasul rituals and commemorations of Sheikh 

Mahdi Hasan Al Qudrotillah, which shape visitors’ religious experiences. Finally, the mosque’s 

growing recognition as a prominent religious tourism site in Banten represents institutionalized 

cultural capital, where its symbolic status is legitimized by community support, media narratives, and 

government promotion of halal tourism. The accumulation of these three forms of cultural capital 

explains why the mosque has gained legitimacy not only as a religious site but also as a socio-cultural 

and economic hub. 

Complementing this, the transformation can also be understood through Richard Butler’s Tourism 

Area Life Cycle (TALC) theory (Butler, 1980). The Thousand Doors Mosque currently occupies the 

development stage, which is characterized by rapid growth in visitor numbers, increased involvement 

from external stakeholders, and the diversification of functions beyond worship. Indicators of this stage 

include the influx of international visitors, the expansion of local commerce such as food stalls and 

souvenir shops, and the gradual decline of local control over the mosque’s spatial arrangements. These 

dynamics explain why the mosque’s role has shifted from a sacred place of worship to a multifunctional 

religious tourism hub: as tourism activities expand, spiritual values intersect with commercial 

imperatives, creating both opportunities and tensions. The interplay between cultural capital and the 

TALC framework thus clarifies how religious, cultural, and economic forces converge to drive the 

mosque’s transformation. 

In line with previous scholarship, the findings of this study confirm that mosques retain their 

sacred role as places of worship while simultaneously functioning as centers for education, culture, and 

community welfare (Fuady, Aulia, & Jumala, 2024; Raja, 2024). Similar to studies in Malaysia that 

highlight the integration of libraries and learning commons within mosques to foster youth 

development and community learning (Noordin et al., 2017; Udin et al., 2024; Yin et al., 2015), the 

Thousand Doors Mosque also demonstrates how religious spaces adapt to broader social needs. 

Furthermore, consistent with research that emphasizes mosques as cultural and economic hubs 

managing waqf, zakat, and social services (Adhani et al., 2024), this mosque has expanded its function 

by stimulating local commerce through tourism-driven activities. However, the novelty of this study 

lies in showing how such multifunctionality is specifically negotiated within the framework of religious 

tourism. Unlike earlier works that primarily emphasize mosques as educational or welfare centers, the 

Thousand Doors Mosque illustrates a transformation where architectural uniqueness, spiritual 

practices, and economic engagement converge, positioning the mosque not only as a multifunctional 

institution but also as a sustainable religious tourism hub that balances sacredness with 

commercialization. 

Building on these comparative studies, the case of the Thousand Doors Mosque both resonates 

with and diverges from previous findings. Similar to the Demak Great Mosque, the Kudus Minaret 

Mosque, and the Kobe and Tokyo Camii, the Thousand Doors Mosque relies on its architectural 

uniqueness and cultural symbolism as a central tourism appeal (Ajar, 2024). Its fortress-like structure, 

labyrinthine corridors, and rich calligraphy echo the heritage value emphasized in research on 

Mangystau’s underground mosques (Koshim et al., 2021) and Mafraq’s heritage mosques (Rjoub & Al-

Housan, 2013), underscoring the link between authenticity and visitor attraction. At the same time, this 
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study confirms broader scholarly concerns that sustainable religious tourism requires sensitive 

management of sacred spaces, as noted in debates on heritage conservation from Turkey to Cyprus 

(İsmailoglu & Sipahi, 2021; Mısırlısoy & Günçe, 2022). Yet the novelty of this study lies in showing that 

the Thousand Doors Mosque is not only a heritage site but also an actively evolving space where 

cultural capital and tourism development intersect. Unlike prior works that treat heritage mosques 

largely as static sites requiring preservation, this case illustrates how community engagement, religious 

practices, and economic activities actively transform a mosque into a living cultural hub. Thus, the 

findings highlight that the tension between sacredness and commercialization is not merely a 

managerial issue but also a dynamic process of cultural negotiation that redefines the role of mosques 

in contemporary Muslim societies. 

In relation to this body of literature, the Thousand Doors Mosque illustrates both continuity and 

departure. Much like the cases of Lombok’s “Island of a Thousand Mosques” and mosque-centered 

halal tourism initiatives in Malaysia and Indonesia (Putrawan et al., 2024; Absah et al., 2024; 

Mahardhani et al., 2024), the mosque has become a magnet for visitors whose presence fuels local 

micro-enterprises and service sectors. Its transformation into a tourism hub reflects the broader trend 

where mosques function as catalysts for economic empowerment through waqf-based initiatives and 

community-driven businesses (Radzi et al., 2024). Yet, this study also reveals a distinctive pattern: 

unlike regions that rely primarily on branding density or infrastructural integration, the Thousand 

Doors Mosque leverages its cultural capital—its labyrinthine architecture, mystical narratives, and 

charismatic founder—as economic assets within the halal tourism framework. This intertwining of 

symbolic and material value highlights that economic benefits emerge not only from infrastructural 

readiness but also from the sacralized narratives embedded in place identity. The novelty here lies in 

showing how the negotiation between sacredness and commercialization is mediated through local 

participation, where spiritual symbolism is actively mobilized to justify and legitimize tourism growth. 

In this way, the Thousand Doors Mosque exemplifies a dynamic model of mosque-led halal tourism 

that goes beyond economic utility, positioning itself as a living site where religion, culture, and 

economy converge in a sustainable yet contested balance. 

As a continuation of the comparisons with previous studies, it becomes evident that mosques 

across diverse contexts consistently function beyond their sacred role, serving simultaneously as 

centers of education, culture, heritage preservation, and drivers of local economies within the 

framework of halal tourism. Earlier research highlights their importance in fostering community 

resilience, sustaining cultural identity, and generating economic opportunities, while also underscoring 

ongoing challenges in balancing spiritual sanctity with commercialization pressures. The case of the 

Thousand Doors Mosque extends this discussion by demonstrating that such a balance is negotiated 

not only through infrastructure and policy but also through the active accumulation of cultural 

capital—embodied in religious practices, objectified in unique architecture, and institutionalized 

through community recognition. The novelty of this study lies in showing how local narratives and 

participatory practices enable the mosque to evolve into a dynamic space where spiritual, cultural, and 

economic dimensions intersect. In this sense, the Thousand Doors Mosque is redefined not merely as a 

place of worship or heritage site, but as a living arena where values, identities, and collective interests 

are continually reshaped within the landscape of contemporary Muslim society. 

This study's interpretation covers three aspects. First, historically, the transformation of the 

Thousand Doors Mosque from a place of worship to a multifunctional religious tourism hub reflects 

broader historical trends in religious practices and mosque architecture within Islamic societies. 

Initially, mosques served as multifunctional spaces for worship, education, and community activities, 

and over time, they have undergone significant development. For instance, the Prophet's Mosque in 

Medina, initially simple, functioned as a center for social and spiritual life (Omer, 2021). As Islam 

spread, mosque architecture adapted to local cultures, as seen in the Great Mosque of Cordoba, which 

incorporated elements from Roman and Visigothic architecture (Hong, 2020). In modern times, 

mosques combine traditional elements with contemporary designs, such as the minimalist design of 

the Salman Mosque in Indonesia, which lacks a dome (Dewiyanti, Martokusumo, Faisal, & Budi, 2016). 
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This transformation is also reflected in the social role of mosques, which now function not only as places 

of worship but also as centers for community empowerment, as seen in the role of the Mosque 

Management Committees in India (Aneesh et al., 2024). Thus, the transformation of the Thousand 

Doors Mosque not only reflects the functional evolution of mosques but also illustrates the adaptation 

of mosque architecture in the ever-evolving social and cultural context. 

Second, socially, the transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque shows how religion can 

contribute to social cohesion and community resilience. By combining religious practices, such as study 

circles and commemorations, with tourism, the mosque fosters a sense of ownership and collective 

identity among worshippers and visitors. The economic activities that have developed around the 

mosque, such as local businesses and tourism support services, not only create economic opportunities 

but also strengthen the mosque's role as a social hub. Research shows that mosques play a crucial role 

in building social capital, strengthening community networks, and reinforcing solidarity values in 

society (Power, 2018; Schnabel & Groetsch, 2014). Moreover, mosques connect various segments of 

society and enhance social integration by improving trust among community members, as 

demonstrated by mosques fostering trust and social relations in society (Aneesh et al., 2024; Beyerlein 

& Hipp, 2005). This transformation enriches the social structure of the mosque, turning it into a space 

for spiritual engagement and economic development that impacts social stability (Murphy, Nourani, & 

Lee, 2022). 

Third, ideologically, the Thousand Doors Mosque represents a blend of spirituality and 

modernity, showing how religious spaces can evolve to respond to changes in the socio-economic 

landscape while maintaining their sacred essence. The mosque's role in religious tourism challenges 

the traditional concept of religious spaces as purely sacred places, instead positioning them as spaces 

for both spiritual and material engagement. This transformation reflects an ideological shift, where 

religion no longer solely functions as a spiritual refuge but also serves as a tool for social and economic 

development. The mosque’s mysticism, expressed through its architectural design and spiritual 

practices, enhances its ideological significance, positioning it as a space that not only nurtures faith but 

also represents the cultural capital of the community. Research shows that mosques, in the context of 

religious tourism, function not only as places of worship but also as social and economic centers that 

support social cohesion and local economic growth (Aneesh et al., 2024; Rautela, Sharma, & Panackal, 

2025). Thus, the mosque becomes a space that unites both spiritual and material dimensions, creating 

strong social bonds through religious activities and tourism (Syaikhu, Norwili, Maimunah, & 

Wahyunita, 2021). 

Thus, this transformation brings both functional and dysfunctional consequences. Functionally, 

the mosque has become a center for religious, social, and economic integration, strengthening cultural 

resilience and opening economic opportunities for the local community. However, dysfunctionally, the 

surge in visitors could disrupt the sanctity of worship and create conflicts of interest between mosque 

management and tourists. Concerns about the loss of architectural originality also pose significant 

challenges in preserving historical religious buildings. Previous studies have highlighted similar 

threats, such as research by Ajar (Ajar, 2024), which indicates that mosques like the Menara Kudus 

Mosque, the Masjid Agung Demak in Indonesia, and the Kobe Muslim Mosque and Tokyo Camii in 

Japan have faced similar challenges due to tourist dynamics in religious sites. Similarly, studies on the 

Sheikh Zayed Mosque in Solo (Adinugraha & Shulthoni, 2024) and the Masjid Agung Manonjaya in 

Tasikmalaya, West Java, have noted similar concerns. 

Based on these findings, several policy recommendations can be made. First, strict regulations are 

needed for managing tourist visits, particularly during prayer times, to avoid disturbing worship. 

Second, training for mosque managers on religious tourism management that is respectful of worship 

is essential. Third, the management of funds should be transparent and directed toward the mosque’s 

conservation. Fourth, collaboration with academics and historians is necessary to document the 

mosque's historical and cultural value. Finally, the development of halal SMEs should be facilitated 

through designated zones to ensure economic growth remains in harmony with Islamic spiritual 

values. 
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5. Conclusion 

This study concludes that the Thousand Doors Mosque has undergone a significant functional 

transformation, evolving from a mere place of worship into a multifunctional religious tourism hub 

encompassing spiritual, social, cultural, and economic dimensions. The main findings reveal that the 

mosque's unique architectural features, such as the numerous doors, dark corridors, Islamic 

calligraphy, and the tawasul room, not only enhance the religious significance of the mosque but also 

create profound spiritual experiences for visitors. Furthermore, the mosque serves as a space for social 

interaction and a center of economic activity, revitalizing the informal sector of the surrounding 

community. The active involvement of the local community in religious practices, economic activities, 

and cultural preservation demonstrates that the mosque can act as a nexus for integrating the lives of 

contemporary Muslim communities. 

The scholarly contribution of this research lies in providing an integrative analysis of the mosque 

as a multifunctional entity, employing theoretical frameworks combining Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of 

cultural capital and the Tourism Area Life Cycle (TALC) model. This study expands the understanding 

of how religious sites like mosques not only function sacrally but also play a strategic role in social-

economic development and the preservation of local culture. The emphasis on religious tourism, 

mysticism, and its impact on community resilience contributes new insights that have not been 

extensively explored in previous studies. 

However, this study has limitations regarding the geographical scope and the duration of field 

observations. The absence of a longitudinal evaluation of the social and economic changes in the 

community, specifically from a quantitative perspective, is a shortcoming that should be addressed in 

future research. Therefore, it is recommended that future studies focus on the sustainable management 

of religious tourism, the role conflict between worship and tourism functions, and further explore the 

perceptions of worshippers and tourists from different cultural and religious backgrounds. 

Reference 

Abd Wakil, M. N., Ab Rahman, A., & Baharuddin, A. S. (2024). Empowering Mosque Institutions as Local 

Economic Aid Centers in Malaysia. Journal of Fatwa Management and Research, 29(2), 115–126. 

https://doi.org/10.33102/jfatwa.vol29no2.584 

Absah, Y., Yuliaty, T., & Anuar, N. A. M. (2024). The Role of Brand Image and Facilities and Services in Halal 

Tourism and the Accessibility of Islamic Cultural Needs to Enhance Tourist Satisfaction and Halal Tourism 

Economic Growth in Malaysia and Indonesia. Cuadernos de Economia, 47(133), 211–219. 

https://doi.org/10.32826/cude.v47i133.1321 

Adhani, A., Triani, E., Indainanto, Y. I., & Safira, C. (2024). The Independent Mosque Movement in Improving 

Empowerment Towards the Welfare of Muslims in Medan City, Indonesia. Pharos Journal of Theology, 105(2), 

1–15. https://doi.org/10.46222/pharosjot.105.23 

Adie, B. A. (2019). Urban renewal, cultural tourism, and community development: Sharia principles in a non-

islamic state. The Routledge Handbook of Halal Hospitality and Islamic Tourism, pp. 213–223. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315150604-16 

Adinugraha, H. H., & Shulthoni, M. (2024). Transformation of Religious Tourism Destinations from Pilgrimage to 

Mosques: A Case Study of the Sheikh Zayed Mosque in Solo, Indonesia. Millah: Journal of Religious Studies, 

1–38. 

Ajar, S. B. (2024). Identification of Historical Mosque as Tourism Destination: comparison between Menara Kudus 

and Demak Great Mosque in Indonesia and Kobe Muslim and Tokyo Camii in Japan. Ateliê Geográfico, 18(2), 

38–59. 

Allahham, A. (2019). Metamorphosis of mosque semiotics. Archnet-IJAR: International Journal of Architectural 

Research, 13(1), 204–217. https://doi.org/10.1108/ARCH-11-2018-0001 

Alwi, M. M. (2016). Optimizing the Function of Mosques in Empowering the Community Economy. Al-Tatwir, 2(1), 

133–152. 

Aneesh, A. A. K., Jaleel, K. A. A., Shaidha, A. R., Rasheed, K. M. A., Mahale, P., Mubeena, M., … Dhanyashree, P. 

(2024). Role of Mosque Management Committee in Empowering the Muslim Community in India: A 

Systematic Review. In Studies in Systems, Decision and Control (Vol. 223, pp. 329–340). 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-51997-0_28 



Religion: Journal of Religious and Cross-Cultural Studies 9, 1 (2025): 67-88 86 of 88 

 

Merina and Cahya Aditya Pratama / From Sacred Space to Religious Tourism: The Transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Tangerang, Indonesia 

Annur, C. M. (2023). Indonesia Duduki Peringkat Pertama Destinasi Ramah Muslim di Dunia. Databoks. Katadata. 

Co. Id. 

Assathir, M. U. (2025). Libur Lebaran, Jumlah Pengunjung di Kawasan Wisata Religi Banten Lama Capai 17 Ribu 

Setiap Hari. Tribun News. 

Aulet, S., & Vidal, D. (2018). Tourism and religion: Sacred spaces as transmitters of heritage values. Church, 

Communication and Culture, 3(3), 237–259. 

Bagader, M. (2020). Tourism-based approach to conserving the built heritage sites in the holy city of Makkah, Saudi 

Arabia. WIT Transactions on the Built Environment, 197, 139–151. https://doi.org/10.2495/IHA200121 

Bagaskara, B. (2025). Jumlah Kunjungan Wisatawan ke Masjid Al Jabbar Lampaui Pantai Pangandaran. Detik.Com. 

Bahtiar, E. (2014). Restoring the Function of Mosques as Centers of Human Civilization. Empirical: Journal of Islamic 

Research, 5(2). 

Bamiro, N. B., Oshoba, A. O., Yahya, I. O., & Li, Q. (2025). Transforming Halal Coastal Tourism for Financial 

Inclusion and Economic Growth: Threat, Challenges and Opportunities. In Green and Blue Economy 

Frameworks for Halal Industry Sustainability (pp. 327–345). https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-96-1729-6_17 

Beyerlein, K., & Hipp, J. R. (2005). Social Capital, Too Much of a Good Thing? American Religious Traditions and 

Community Crime. Social Forces, 84(2), 995–1013. https://doi.org/10.1353/sof.2006.0004 

Booth, W. A., & Mohammed, A. (2024). Community cohesion and the role of mosques in Cardiff: the views of 

imams. Voluntary Sector Review, 15(2), 231–248. https://doi.org/10.1332/20408056Y2024D000000012 

Bourdieu, P. (1986). The forms of Capital. In J. Richardson (Ed.), Handbook of Theory and Research for the Sociology of 

Education (pp. 241–258). Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. 

Butler, R. (1980). Tourism Area Life Cycle: Conceptual And Theoretical Issues. Channel View Publications. 

CNN Indonesia. (2023). 5 Masjid di Banten, Tempat populer Wisata Religi. CNN Indonesia. 

Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2016). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches. London: 

Sage publications. 

Dewiyanti, D., Martokusumo, W., Faisal, B., & Budi, B. S. (2016). The notion of campus mosques design: A 

description of the mosques presence at the Higher Education Institutions. International Journal of Applied 

Business and Economic Research, 14(2), 793–814. 

Egresi, I. O., & Kara, F. (2018). Residents’ attitudes to tourists visiting their mosques: a case study from Istanbul, 

Turkey. Journal of Tourism and Cultural Change, 16(1), 1–21. https://doi.org/10.1080/14766825.2016.1192182 

Fatimah, T. (2017). The Development of Tangerang Old Town and Its Potential as a Heritage Tourism Destination. 

Vitruvian, 7. 

Fuady, Z., Aulia, F., & Jumala, M. (2024). Spatial analysis of mosque distribution for inclusive community services 

in Banda Aceh City. IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science, 1356(1). 

https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/1356/1/012075 

Haki, U., & Permatasari, D. (2023). Religious Tourism Potential of the Old Banten Site, a Local Treasure of Banten 

Islamic Architecture in Supporting the Community Economy in Kasemen District, Serang City. Jurnal Bina 

Bangsa Ekonomi, 16(2), 537–547. https://doi.org/10.46306/jbbe.v16i2.395 

Halim, R. O. (2025). 9 Destinasi Wisata Religi di Banten dan Lampung. Tempo.Co. 

Harahap, M. H. E. S. (2025). Rekomendasi destinasi wisata religi di Banten sambut Ramadhan. Antara News. 

Haraty, H. J. S., Raschid, M. Y. M., & Utaberta, N. (2018). Transforming mosques into a containment space during 

natural disasters; Browsing through Recent Publications. International Journal of Engineering and 

Technology(UAE), 7(3.7SpecialIssue 7), 87–89. 

Hawari, H. (2023). 8 Masjid Terbesar di Indonesia, Mampu Tampung Puluhan Ribu Jemaah. Detik.Com. 

Hidayati, R., & Setiawan, W. (2020). The architectural transformation of historic mosques in Javanese rural 

settlements. IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science, 447(1), 012043. 

https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/447/1/012043 

Hong, S.-W. (2020). The Study on the Elements of Architectural Composition and the Arrangement of Qibla in the 

Great Mosque of Cordoba. Journal of the Architectural Institute of Korea, 36(9), 71–78. 

https://doi.org/10.5659/JAIK.2020.36.9.71 

Ischak, M., & Gandarum, D. N. (2023). The role of mosques in the establishment of place identity in supporting 

settlement resilience. AIP Conference Proceedings, 020015. https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0120277 

İsmailoglu, S., & Sipahi, S. (2021). Social sustainability of cultural heritage: Erzurum great mosque (Atabey 

mosque). Open House International, 46(4), 578–594. https://doi.org/10.1108/OHI-12-2020-0173 

Koch, N., Valiyev, A., & Zaini, K. H. (2018). Mosques as monuments: An inter-Asian perspective on monumentality 

and religious landscapes. Cultural Geographies, 25(1), 183–199. https://doi.org/10.1177/1474474017724480 

Koshim, A. G., Sergeyeva, A. M., Saparov, K. T., Berdibayeva, S. K., & Assylbekova, A. A. (2021). Underground 

mosques of mangystau as the objects of religious tourism. Geojournal of Tourism and Geosites , 34(1), 33–41. 



Religion: Journal of Religious and Cross-Cultural Studies 9, 1 (2025): 67-88 87 of 88 

 

Merina and Cahya Aditya Pratama / From Sacred Space to Religious Tourism: The Transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Tangerang, Indonesia 

https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.34105-616 

Latifah, E. (2023). Tradisi Ziarah dalam Masyarakat Jawa Perspektif Filsafat Nilai Max Scheler. AN NUR: Jurnal 

Studi Islam, 15(1), 153–175. https://doi.org/10.37252/annur.v15i1.437 

Lumbanraja, V., & Kandias Saraan, M. I. (2025). Analysis of the impact of halal tourism policy on the development 

of natural resources and the economy of local communities in the Lake Toba Region. IOP Conference Series: 

Earth and Environmental Science, 1445(1). https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/1445/1/012037 

Mahardhani, A. J., Setiawan, Z., Harahap, E. F., Udiati, T., Gutomo, R. T., Kraugusteeliana, K., & Rahim, R. (2024). 

Assessing the impact of supporting facilities on the development of halal tourism: A bibliometric review. 

Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and Development, 8(11). https://doi.org/10.24294/jipd.v8i11.8286 

Marlinda, A. P., Tamara, A. P., Sambora, R., & Jatmika, S. (2025). The social impact of halal tourism policy in South 

Korea: apart from the economic sector. Asian Journal of Political Science, 33(2), 385–408. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02185377.2024.2441678 

Matthew B. Miles, & Huberman, A. M. (2013). Qualitative Data Analysis: An Expanded Sourcebook. London and New 

Delhi: Sage Publications, Inc. 

Mısırlısoy, D., & Günçe, K. (2022). Questioning the Re-functioned Monastery Buildings in Northern Cyprus. 

Advances in Science, Technology and Innovation, 207–219. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-95564-9_15 

Murphy, D. M. A., Nourani, V., & Lee, D. R. (2022). Chatting at Church: Information Diffusion through Religious 

Networks. The Review of Economics and Statistics, 104(3), 449–464. https://doi.org/10.1162/rest_a_00969 

Noordin, S. A., Sani, M. K. J. A., Masrek, M. N., Mohamad, A. N., & Shamsuddin, M. H. (2017). Defining the 

characteristics of learning commons for Malaysian State mosque: A descriptive analysis. Proceedings of the 

29th International Business Information Management Association Conference - Education Excellence and Innovation 

Management through Vision 2020: From Regional Development Sustainability to Global Economic Growth, 3852–

3865. 

Olsen, D. H., & Esplin, S. C. (2020). The role of religious leaders in religious heritage tourism development: The 

case of the church of jesus christ of latter-day saints. Religions, 11(5). https://doi.org/10.3390/rel11050256 

Omer, S. (2021). An Analysis of the Expansion of the Prophet Mosque. Hamdard Islamicus, XL(1), 31–50. 

Özaloglu, S., & Gürel, M. Ö. (2011). Designing mosques for secular congregations: Transformations of the mosque 

as a social space in Turkey. Journal of Architectural and Planning Research, 28(4), 336–358. 

Power, E. A. (2018). Collective ritual and social support networks in rural South India. Proceedings of the Royal 

Society B: Biological Sciences, 285(1879), 20180023. https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2018.0023 

Putrawan, F. A. H., Afwani, R., Dwiyansaputra, R., Nugraha, G. S., & Sayuti, R. H. (2024). Design Thinking in 

UI/UX Lombok Halal Travel Application Project - Exploring the Expert and the Travel Industries User. 

Proceedings - International Seminar on Intelligent Technology and Its Applications, ISITIA, (2024), 304–309. 

https://doi.org/10.1109/ISITIA63062.2024.10668173 

Radzi, M. B. M., Yaacob, S. E., & Ahmad, A. A. (2024). The Impact of Mosque-Based Economic Activities on Local 

Communities: A Case Study in Sarawak. El-Usrah, 7(2), 581–601. https://doi.org/10.22373/ujhk.v7i2.26674 

Raja, I. (2024). The British Broadsheet Press and the Representation of “The Mosque” in the Aftermath of Post-7/7 

Britain. Religions, 15(10), 1157. https://doi.org/10.3390/rel15101157 

Rautela, S., Sharma, A., & Panackal, N. (2025). Exploring the sacred-unravelling the growth and development of 

religious tourism in Islamic culture: a bibliometric analysis. Cogent Business & Management, 12(1). 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23311975.2025.2482020 

Raya, M. K. F. (2022). Wali Pitu in Bali: inventing new halal tourism destinations in contemporary Indonesia. 

Contemporary Islam, 16(2), 475–505. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11562-022-00503-8 

Rifa’i, A. (2016). Revitalization of Mosque Functions in Modern Society. Universum: Journal of Islam and Culture, 

10(2), 155–163. https://doi.org/10.30762/universum.v10i02.758 

Rjoub, A., & Al-Housan, A. (2013). Architecture of heritage mosques in Mafraq Province. International Journal of 

Architectural Heritage, 7(4), 461–478. https://doi.org/10.1080/15583058.2011.643528 

Schnabel, A., & Groetsch, F. (2014). In God we trust – the role of religion for cohesion and integration in current 

European societies. European Journal of Cultural and Political Sociology, 1(4), 375–398. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23254823.2015.1057752 

Syaikhu, S., Norwili, N., Maimunah, M., & Wahyunita, L. (2021). The Empowerment of Infaq and Waqf Evaluation 

in light of Maqasid al-Sharia Perspective in Mosques in Palangka Raya, Indonesia. Samarah: Jurnal Hukum 

Keluarga Dan Hukum Islam, 5(2), 1003. https://doi.org/10.22373/sjhk.v5i2.8997 

Udin, U., Suud, F. M., Sugianto, L. O., Khairunnisa, R., Ula, H. L., Ihsaniati, N. S. N., & Wijayanto, W. (2024). 

Mosque-based youth leadership cadre. Multidisciplinary Science Journal, 6(2). 

https://doi.org/10.31893/multiscience.2024010 

Usman, I. (2020). Revitalizing the role and function of the mosque as a center for Da’wah activities and community 



Religion: Journal of Religious and Cross-Cultural Studies 9, 1 (2025): 67-88 88 of 88 

 

Merina and Cahya Aditya Pratama / From Sacred Space to Religious Tourism: The Transformation of the Thousand Doors Mosque 

Tangerang, Indonesia 

development. Samarah, 4(1), 1–24. https://doi.org/10.22373/sjhk.v4i1.7050 

Waluyo, W., Nurohman, Y. A., Safitri, L. A., & Qurniawati, R. S. (2022). Potensi Pengembangan Wisata Halal di 

Wisata Religi Desa Menggoro Untuk Menunjang Ekonomi Kerakyatan. Khasanah Ilmu - Jurnal Pariwisata Dan 

Budaya, 13(2), 171–179. https://doi.org/10.31294/khi.v13i2.14413 

Wiryomartono, B. (2023). Historical Mosques in Indonesia and the Malay World. Springer. 

Yin, L. C., Utaberta, N., Ismail, N. A., Ariffin, N. F. M., Yunos, M. Y. M., & Ismail, S. (2015). Critical analysis on the 

role of mosque as an educational institution within the contemporary muslim society in Malaysia. Advances 

in Environmental Biology, 9(24), 30–33. 

 

 

Copyright © 2025 by the authors. This publication is subject to the terms and conditions 

of the Creative Commons Attribution ShareAlike (CC BY SA) license 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/). 

 


