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Abstract: Christianity in sub-Saharan Africa has always been a focal point for research, with some 

contending that the preachers brainwashed Africans when they carried the gospel to them since they 

neglected to learn Africanism. This stays a discussion among the Evangelical   Presbyterian Church in 

South Africa (EPCSA) where the creator of this study is a pastor. It has been stated that when a person 

becomes a Christian, that individual can never again discuss precursors or converse with 

predecessors, these terms refer to ancestors It is a transgression, while others say nothing bad can 

really be said about going to chapel yet rehearsing your African convictions and customs. African 

religion has faith in predecessors and Christianity has confidence in God. In any case, African religion 

accepts that God exists yet at the same time wants to get assurance from their ancestors. Some contend 

that there is nothing out of sorts when individuals practice their African convictions because it is not 

destructive to them or the following individual. Along these lines, African Religion (AR) instructs that 

it is critical for one to look for available resources to control or control those outer powers and offices 

that are more remarkable than human comprehension. This is done through ceremonial practices, 

mystical recipes, and charms endorsed by strict specialists to the individuals who feel compromised. 

It is inappropriate to expect that all Africans are something similar and that their customs are 

something similar or practice for similar reasons. Nonetheless, there are similitudes between African 

societies. Religion ought to assume a basic part in the redefinition of this peculiarity, as devotees 

haggle between standard regulations and strict rules. This study will analyse the confirmation that 

Christianity in the sub-Saharan Africa is a peculiarity and that it ought to lead strict synchronization 

into new world convictions and strict African practices. African Customs, given the circumstances, 

include exactly the secret of human reality, our individual, our relations with others and with the 

world. It contacts that reality that is not to be gotten a handle on and which cannot be verified. 

Keywords: Christianity; hermeneutic; inculturation; sub-Saharan Africa. 

Abstrak: Kekristenan di Afrika sub-Sahara selalu menjadi titik fokus untuk penelitian, dengan 

beberapa orang berpendapat bahwa para pengkhotbah mencuci otak orang Afrika ketika mereka 

membawa Injil kepada mereka karena mereka lalai mempelajari Afrikaisme. Ini tetap menjadi diskusi 

di antara gereja Evangelical   Presbyterian Church in South Africa (EPCSA) di mana pencipta studi ini 

adalah seorang pendeta. Telah dinyatakan bahwa ketika seseorang menjadi seorang Kristen, orang 

itu tidak dapat lagi mendiskusikan pendahulunya atau berbicara dengan pendahulunya, istilah-

istilah ini merujuk pada leluhur. Ini adalah pelanggaran, sementara yang lain mengatakan tidak ada 

hal buruk yang dapat dikatakan tentang pergi ke kapel namun melatih keyakinan dan kebiasaan 

Afrika. Agama Afrika memiliki keyakinan pada pendahulunya dan Kekristenan memiliki keyakinan 

pada Tuhan. Bagaimanapun, agama Afrika menerima bahwa Tuhan ada namun pada saat yang sama 

ingin mendapatkan kepastian dari nenek moyang mereka. Beberapa berpendapat bahwa tidak ada 

yang aneh ketika individu mempraktikkan keyakinan Afrika mereka karena itu tidak merusak 

mereka atau individu berikutnya. Sejalan dengan ini, African Religion (AR) menginstruksikan bahwa 

sangat penting bagi seseorang untuk mencari sumber daya yang tersedia untuk mengendalikan atau 

mengendalikan kekuatan dan jabatan luar yang lebih luar biasa daripada pemahaman manusia. Hal 

ini dilakukan melalui praktik-praktik seremonial dan resep-resep mistik dan jimat-jimat yang 
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disahkan oleh para ahli yang ketat kepada individu-individu yang merasa dikompromikan. Tidaklah 

pantas untuk mengharapkan bahwa semua orang Afrika adalah sesuatu yang serupa dan bahwa 

kebiasaan mereka adalah sesuatu yang serupa atau praktik untuk alasan yang sama. Meskipun 

demikian, ada kesamaan antara masyarakat Afrika. Agama harus mengambil bagian dasar dalam 

pendefinisian ulang kekhasan ini, karena para penyembah menawar antara peraturan standar dan 

peraturan ketat. Kajian ini akan menganalisis penegasan bahwa Kekristenan di Afrika sub-Sahara 

adalah suatu kekhasan dan bahwa hal itu seharusnya memimpin sinkronisasi yang ketat ke dalam 

keyakinan dunia baru dan praktik-praktik Afrika yang ketat. Adat Afrika, mengingat keadaannya, 

termasuk persis rahasia realitas manusia, individu kita, hubungan kita dengan orang lain dan dengan 

dunia. Ini berhubungan dengan kenyataan yang tidak dapat ditangani dan yang tidak dapat 

diverifikasi.. 

Kata Kunci: Kekristenan; hermeneutik; inkulturasi; Sub-Sahara Afrika. 

1. Introduction 

This study alone cannot cover the strict convictions of every single African individual. African 

individuals feel unequivocally about their convictions and ceremonies. Mpedi (2008, p. 106) contends 

that African strict practices have major areas of strength for a base that different gatherings have 

various ceremonies, yet their similitudes tracked down in these customs. Mpedi (2008, p. 106) contends 

that African religion does not see ancestors as divine beings, but since the predecessors have an 

imperative impact in achieving either great or sick fortune. This implies that keeping up with great 

relations with them is fundamental since they should be pacified consistently by different ceremonial 

contributions. As per Asuquo (2011, p. 171), Africans are affected by their customary religion. Asuquo 

(2011:1) contends that this plays an unavoidable part overall being of an individual, and this is likewise 

enveloped with religion. As per Opoku in Asuquo (2011, p. 171), in the African strict culture, an 

individual does not need to consult with any exceptional guidance in religion. It is something an 

individual gets as they grow up and starts to take part in public customs and services. An African child 

is not given a manual earlier on to learn African convictions; however, they attain it as they grow up 

from African stories and convictions showed by the older folks. Mwakabana (2002, p. 11) contends that 

the African religion (AR) is a native arrangement of convictions and practices incorporated into the 

way of life and perspective of the African public. Albeit various in its nearby appearance, it has normal 

components that vouch for its solidarity provincially and at the mainland level. One of the focal 

convictions of the AR is the information, mindfulness, and confirmation of one God, whom they 

recognize as the maker and supported of life. African religion likewise perceives the truth of the 

undetectable world; they accept that there is life past the grave. African Indigenous Religion (AIR) 

accepts that everything is otherworldly, and these spirits additionally have classifications. There are 

phantom spirits, destined to-kick the bucket endlessly spirits of witches, the gatekeeper spirits, and 

heavenly spirits. There is likewise a truth of the consciousness of the demonic. Evil is deciphered as 

crafted by malicious spirits and is frequently connected with the accompanying: witches, alchemists or 

the hostile stare, broken restrictions, vows or even gods or precursors. 

The main aspect that this research aims to highlight is the discrimination of Africanism and how 

it continues to affect Africans centuries later. When missionaries came to Africa their main goal was to 

bring light into Africa. They viewed the African continent as backward with a predominantly backward 

culture. Africans were forced to abandon their identify in favour of Western mannerisms (Magbadelo, 

2005; Marumo, 2019; Naidu, 1986). This has resulted in an identity crisis for most Africans as they tend 

to turn to their Africanness when faced by death, famine, or infertility. The research will therefore 

analyse why Africans were easily manipulated into becoming Christians and how this continues to 

influence their behaviour now. Du toit (2000) states that it is important to note that African culture and 

standards have always been seen as backward uncouth. Black women were not viewed as beautiful for 

many centuries which resulted in most of them using fake hair or lightening their skin. The attributes 

that make one African have been viewed as backward or evil. The study will also highlight the constant 



Religious: Jurnal Studi Agama-Agama dan Lintas Budaya 6, 2 (2022): 211-222 213 of 222 

Hundzukani P. Khosa-Nkatini / Christianity in Sub-Saharan Africa: An African Inculturation Hermeneutic 

battle that Africans have with their background. They are raised to think that only Christianity is 

morally correct. If one consults their African ancestors, they are looked down upon as it is said they are 

seeking power from dead heathen spirits. 

2. African Culture and Religion 

One cannot expound on African Religion without understanding African culture, as indicated by 

Bassis, Celles and Levine (1991, p. 20), culture is passed from one age to the next. This is finished 

through folktales, childhood games, through sonnets told by elderly folks, through rehearsed strict 

customs, jokes, and other learning exercises. "The substance of various societies shifts, yet the essential 

construction of culture is general in each culture, as it contains components like convictions, values, 

standards, images, and language" (Bassis et al., 1991, p. 20). Africans truly do peruse the informative 

book and put stock in the Lord of the Good book, yet they additionally have faith in predecessors whose 

practices are not composed some place for them to peruse or demonstrate the force of their convictions. 

As per Van Eck (2006, p. 682), in African religion, the Book of scriptures puts serious areas of strength 

for an on fixing the negative picture of African, this sort of mentality has prompted many endeavours 

to fixing Africa, and a portion of these endeavours implied specific conventional readings of explicit 

book of scriptures texts which were outside any connection to the subject at hand for Africa. As 

indicated by Van Eck (2006, p. 688), African philosophy has arisen for another African hermeneutic. 

This new African hermeneutic includes responding to questions that are applicable for Africans and 

addresses African circumstances in the illumination of the Gospel. 

African religion 

According to Wesley and Kurewa (2000, p. 24), in their own study what has interested them is the 

observing of how other people who have had an interest in writing about African religion have had 

difficulties in trying to figure of what to make of African beliefs. In the beginning, the assumption was 

that Africans did not have any religion at all. Later, as John Mbiti, a renowned scholar in African 

religion, points out, in 1886 E.B. Taylor (1886) authored an article in a book entitled Primitive Culture, 

in which he coined and used the term animism, referring to African religion and practices. Liberation 

theology attempts to prove that Africans do have a religion; some argue that Africa had religion long 

before the missionaries brought Christianity to Africans. Some pastors find this a difficult conversation. 

African religion is certainly not an underhanded religion that spotlights on evil alone; it likewise 

centres around beneficial things and kind words for an individual or local area. Mwakabana (2002, p. 

16) contends that confidence in the African religion (AR) is never an individual and shared thing 

however that it is the premise of African expectation. There is dependably an assumption for the 

"upside" from the soul world which energizes contributions, penances, and other strict ceremonies. 

This advances a collective soul and an endeavouring towards the benefit of all. It is confidence in the 

innate decency of African humankind. There is an African precept that advances such humankind "the 

right hand washes the left hand, and the left hand washed the right hand ". This implies Africans need 

one another and one is never finished without others. As per Mwakabana (2002, p. 17), otherworldliness 

in the African Religion implies security from the malevolent powers, that additionally acquires being 

liberated from whatever could keep you down. African religion does not keep the power from getting 

God, yet it is likewise mindful of the force of malevolence. African religion likewise accepts that 

misfortune can be clarified by a disappointment for manage the shrewd spirits brought about by irate 

progenitors or envious individuals. As per Mwakabana (2002, p. 19), AR makes familiarity with the 

presence of otherworldly powers and their impact in people's lives whether for better or in negative 

ways. 

As per Van Eck (2006, p. 682), "African culture and religion has forever been seen as a wicked and 

shameless." Van Eck (2006, p. 682) contends that "the colonizers attempted to obliterate African Culture 

and religion before any Christianity could flourish in Africa. African culture today is as yet seen as a 

devilish and improper practice by certain researchers." Van Eck (2006, p. 682) likewise contends that 

not all that is accomplished in the African culture is correct however not all that in the African culture 
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is shrewd or unethical. As indicated by Mwakabana (2002, p. 17), AR enjoys its benefits, for example, 

guaranteeing and keep up with the trustworthiness of networks, and of the people. Mwakabana (2002, 

p. 17) emphasizes a portion of the restrictions that are tracked down in the AR, for example, rehearses 

that subjects' people to be disregarded for the sake of culture and minimizing others. The specialist 

concurs with Mwakabana (2002, p. 17) when he contends that such strict and social requests call for 

additional examination, basic evaluation and appropriative. Mwakabana (2002, p. 22) contends that 

Africa is encountering extreme social emergencies and that it is the consequence of Africans losing a 

human-loped and shared direction, which has forever been the middle to their strict convictions. In 

outcome, as per Mwakabana (2002, p. 22), these are set apart by foul play, mistreatment, abuse, 

infringement of basic liberties, ethnic divisions, and struggle, bringing about Africans killing one 

another, nationwide conflicts, and political prejudice, which makes surges of evacuees. 

The dismantling of African identity 

According to Crafford (1993, p. 171) Christianity was a tool used by Europeans to pacify Africans. 

It is unsettling when we analyse the history of the slave trade and how religion played a significant role 

in silencing the Africans. The first slave ship to arrive in Africa in 1555 was named Jesus of Luberick. 

Jesus who is deemed the son of God and a symbol of purity and hope. The Africans experienced a lot 

of harsh treatment on the ship, but it is said the captain was a highly religious man. He is said to have 

emphasized a need for everyone to love one another whilst they murdered and raped African women. 

This issue symbolises how Europeans aimed to use religion to make Africans docile. They emphasized 

that God was for everyone, and he loved all races and gender when in fact they did not approve of 

Africanism. Gifford (2008, p. 20) also states that it was perceived that African culture was pagan and 

associated with evil spirits. This resulted in an extensive dismantling of the African identity. 

In accordance with Kurewa (2000) missionary work was aimed essentially at spreading 

Christianity into Africa. They also requested that Africans who became Christians must change their 

way of dressing and name. The names of Africans were very symbolic in their overall identity because 

their names connected them to their ancestors. The ancestral names are what Africans used to 

communicate to their Gods they believed that their ancestors facilitated their messages. The removal of 

African names meant that the people could no longer identify with their ancestors. This would then 

create a reliance on Christianity for spiritual guidance. It also made Africans lose their sense of identity 

it was not allowed for one to be Christian whilst still using an African name. 

Kgatla (2014, p. 85) states that African tradition relied heavily of the family being integrated and 

identifying with your ancestral background. The Europeans knew that dismantling the family would 

result in a group of people that were easier to manipulate. In the past Africans acknowledged their 

ancestors and were buried where their ancestors were buried. The slave trade desensitised this practise 

as some Africans were buried at sea which was taboo in the culture. Europeans ensured that they 

removed as many African traditions as possible in favour of their own cultures and tradition. In essence 

Daber (2003, p. 180) states that some African were forced to reject their family members that still 

practised Africanism. Africans were also forced to speak in English in an effort for them to not identify 

with their customary language. The missionaries participated in the whitening of Africa. 

Ancestral worship 

As indicated by McVeigh (1974, p. 109), Africans do not go to God straightforwardly, on the 

grounds that they believe him to be far away and remote. This conviction and origination impact how 

they love. Africans do not go straight to God, yet they speak with him through their ancestors. They go 

to the ancestors, and the ancestors take their messages or wishes to God. As per McVeigh (1974, p. 115), 

the faith in the progenitors as middle people among God and man addresses a typical origination in 

Africa. As per McVeigh (1974, p. 29)a, 

the ancestors are subject to the same emotions as the living members of the community, and their 

moods are no more constant. Since they may be jealous or fickle, the living must be careful not to 

offend them. If the ancestors are neglected, they most assuredly will be angry and will seek to 
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demonstrate their feelings by some vindictive action. In such a case, offerings are made to placate 

the one offended. 

 

As per Brown (2004, p. 136), the conviction of a few types of spiritualists and black magic, it is 

exceptionally considered normal in most conventional social and this conviction keeps on showing 

itself in a lot of present-day African culture. Brown (2004, p. 136) fights that fundamental to 

conventional African idea is the conviction that the expectations of familial spirits are obscure. 

Considering those points of view, hereditary spirits are people that were once alive yet are regardless 

still equipped for organization. Brown (2004, p. 136) further contends that customarily, African culture 

comes up short on establishing that Western culture is professed to have. Brown (2004, p. 136) contends 

that it is frequently hard for one to appreciate or to comprehend the responsibilities of culture except if 

one is personally acquainted with the ontological remarks of a culture. 

As per McVeigh (1974, pp. 34–35), the ancestors are critical in the day-to-day routines of Africans; 

they decide the destiny of their relatives. The family and ancestral divinities are remote and are 

consequently uninterested in the ordinary issues of man's day to day presence. For Africans accept that 

their progenitors should be constantly kept blissful, so they favour relatives that are yet alive. For 

Beyers (2010, p. 6), hereditary conviction is focal in customary African idea and is a fundamental 

mainstay of religion. African religion contends that the normal connection between the precursors and 

the natural relatives can measure up to that of guardians and posterity. In African religion, youngsters 

think about guardians and grandparents as immediate precursors. There is likewise a faith in the 

heavenly or sacrosanct status; in this way, ancestors naturally get extraordinary power. This conviction 

is caused by the dynamic and animistic perspective in Africa and by the conviction that progenitors 

have an individual relationship with their relatives. 

The ancestors show up in dreams, however some of the time they manifest themselves as spirits. 

As per Kgatla (2014, p. 81), the act of ceremonial practices is changed from the convictions of standard 

individuals partaking in having a place. Kgatla (2014, p. 82) makes sense of that for the Northern Sotho 

individuals, they genuinely must cover their friends and family where their precursors were covered. 

The training keeps on dating, even though numerous transient laborers have migrated in the 

metropolitan regions a long way from their place of birth are ready to cause prohibitive costs to 

organize the memorial service of a friend or family member in a spot related with their progenitors as 

opposed to where the individual has died. A fair memorial service for Africans implies been covered 

with your progenitors. It likewise incorporates demise customs performed by the family's conventional 

specialist nearby them withdrew one. 

Mwakabana (2002, p. 16) argues that Africans are no different from all people, that their expression 

of fear is generated by the unknown and the human inability to predict and control the future. Many 

people who practise African Religion live close to nature, and this contributes to their awareness of the 

multiple dangers inherent in human interaction with nature, other individuals around them and the 

spirit world far from them.  

Death and rituals in Africa 

Death to certain Africans is an otherworldly diary in this manner it is essential for their confidence 

as certified by Mwakabana (2002, p. 58), in African culture, an individual should be covered the 

legitimate way. All memorial service ceremonies should be performed for a legitimate exchange into 

the otherworldly world. For Hutchings (2007:196), passing is viewed as a profoundly heightened type 

of pollution that begins from the actual carcass and sees risks, safeguards, and internment ceremonies. 

Family members of the dead are believed to be not just in that frame of mind of peril themselves and 

deprived for unification however can likewise be a wellspring of tainting to others. 

Kgatla (2014, p. 87) identifies the following as the primary effects of rituals of death: 

1. Rituals of death have a transforming character and the function to integrate beliefs around 

a singular. 
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2. Such rituals simplify complex and anomalous conditions into a simplified and 

straightforward habituation. 

3. These rituals stabilize the situation during the period of stress. 

4. These rituals protect the norms and ideals of a secret at a time that is trying for all 

concerned. 

5. The rituals facilitate and enable the management of emotions during a time of transition. 

6. Rituals explain the persistence of religious traditions in the face of the destructive forces 

and distortion due to outside influences.” 

Several rituals follow death, of which the reasons behind some remain unknown.  

The beginning of the contrast in worship amongst Africans 

According to Le Roux et all (2005) when Africans adopted Christianity, they were forced to 

disregard every other practise that they did prior. The general message that was preached was that 

traditional African culture was demonic. They did not respect African culture as everything was 

viewed as primitive, pagan, fetish, and heathen. This resulted in Africans developing an inferiority 

complex about their cultures and backgrounds. Africans still acknowledge the power of their ancestral 

lineage. In the past when Christianity was introduced Africans went to church during the day but 

practised their cultures at night. This was the beginning of the contrast of worship in Africans. In 

general, when things are going well Africans turn to Christianity but when infertility, famine or death 

occurs they turn to their ancestors. Gifford and Yirenkyi (2008, p. 25; 1995) in recent times Africans 

continue to practise Christianity but they also resort to their African culture. 

Kgatla (2014, p. 86) states that it is important to note that despite the popularity of Christianity it 

is not applicable to us as Africans. We were forced to accept and acknowledge a God of which we do 

not know. The concept of Christianity and Africanism is the same. They acknowledge Jesus as being 

the son of God and they pray using his name so that he passes their message to God. Africans also 

believe in a higher being but instead they believe their immediate ancestor pass their message to God. 

The message is the same the only difference is execution. Christianity also acknowledges the blood that 

was shed by Jesus as vital to save them. This is the same with African culture where they sacrifice the 

blood of animals to the Gods. It is the same thing what is different are the terminologies. This realisation 

has resulted in most African using both their ancestors and well as Christianity as methods of worship. 

Daber (2003, p. 182) this is also because Christianity is the accepted method of worship and people who 

go against it are said to be posed and they are discriminated in the society. 

3. Christianity in sub-Saharan Africa  

As per Wesley and Kurewa (2000, p. 24), wherein the informative book in the Hebrew Scriptures 

God is alluded to as "Divine force of the patriarchs", in Africa God is alluded to as "Lord of the 

precursors". Understudies of African religion truly do affirm that all through Africa, North Africa, West 

Africa, Focal Africa, and Southern Africa among the Bantu public, the people who fall under a similar 

Sudanic civilisation all accepted regardless have confidence in the one Preeminent Being. As per 

Mwambazambi (2011, p. 3), the African Indigenous Churches (AICs) trust a positive change of the 

African public and doing as such without the Catholic and Protestant custom ritual and the utilization 

of African songs in their love administrations. The AICs declared their independence from the old 

mission and avowed their African character. while the AICs could think the mainline places of worship 

are excessively Westernized and hence cannot think often about the full profound requirements of an 

African individual. Adoma (2011, p. 6) contends that the AICs' African otherworldly personality is 

emphatically secured in service of extraordinary mending, profound battle against underhanded 

spirits, powers of divination and fetishism. 

As per Luseba and Van der Merwe (2006), conventional medication is utilized in numerous rustic 

regions in South Africa; this could likewise be affected by restrictively costly current medical care for 

the administration of both people and creature medical care. Clinical guide is costly and just open by 

the common laborers; a few Africans likewise do not trust in Western medication. As per Adelakun 
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(2011, p. 28), Mbiti's origination of salvation in African Christianity is of salvation for completeness. 

Adelakun (Adelakun, 2011) contends that man is made two sections; as a physical and profound being. 

By that, he infers that a man should be saved both truly and profoundly. 

As indicated by Adelakun (Adelakun, 2011), Africans sees Jesus' mending to save his kin, and they 

accept that it is essential for his salvation work. AICs additionally add to Africans not putting stock in 

Western medication since they have faith in the force of supplication and that it can mend you from 

any illness assuming you accept. According to Masondo (2018, p. 210), “When the Europeans arrived in 

Southern Africa, Africans had been practicing their own religion from time immemorial. Religion had sustained 

Africans and their way of life, and they were able to build communities and political systems. The history of 

Christianity in sub-Saharan Africa is full of ironies”. 

As per Edwin Smith in McVeigh (1974, p. 9), behind African convictions and activities lie a crucial 

encounter, a sensation of the presence of a person or thing past themselves, a strange power which 

should not be visible and is not completely seen yet which is working on the planet. This asserts the 

convictions of AICs and African practices and convictions. McVeigh (1974, p. 103) states that Africans 

live in an otherworldly world; they are aware of being encircled by an extraordinary haze of witnesses. 

For Africans, both the universe of the seen and concealed are real factors, and the living looks for an 

agreement with that which is imperceptible. As indicated by McVeigh (1974, p. 103), this reality moves 

Africans with veneration and incites them to enter fellowship with the unexplored world. Africans are 

profoundly strict, and their strict feelings put themselves out there in a type of love. McVeigh (1974, p. 

103) additionally says that African consideration is focused on the predecessors, who are gazed upward 

to as the gatekeepers of people, families, and the local area. Those in the tissue continually look for 

fellowship with the deceased.  

For McVeigh (1974, p. 104), African love is a fluctuated and complex undertaking. As to frame, 

two primary components are involved: petition and contributions. Albeit most petitions to heaven are 

communicated in words, a few Africans use motions to speak with the concealed. Tobacco, brew, grain, 

material, and shoes are valuable and more consistently introduced. Water is a typical contribution and 

is normally given by filling the mouth and spitting it on the ground. Some put stock in utilizing 

something that should be visible to revere the concealed; words alone are sufficiently not, thus there is 

brew, grain, and material are utilized in addition to other things. Lukken (2005, p. 133) says that when 

customs are not performed, encounters of the truth are lost, and this misfortune is more revolutionary 

since it includes the impoverishment of an encounter of reality that contacts human life. As referenced 

over, the way that customs are not performed is accepted to be the reason for the numerous issues that 

African today. 

As per Lukken (2005, p. 133), for certain individuals in African culture, the words 'ceremonies and 

'custom' hold an unfortunate underlying meaning. Lukken (2005, p. 133) is of the view that certain 

individuals oppose customs or are outraged by them since ceremonies have to do with the simply 

standard and cliché. "They conceal and disguise. They lead to exploitative and deceptive way of 

behaving. Customs manage the unbelievable world, or they are aimed at keeping up with power." As 

per Ela (2001, p. 2), it is just in Africa that Christians are yet scrutinizing the 'salvation' of individuals 

of colour to find assuming the Book of scriptures contains uplifting news for the government assistance 

of Africans. It is, accordingly, important to rehash the Holy book either through the eyes of the 

oppressors and keep African legalism as a 'mistreated philosophy' or through the eyes of the actual 

Africans and read from the setting of their encounters. The Good book ought to be perused in setting, 

however its actual reflection ought not be changed. As per Manala (2015), the leader of the Republic of 

South Africa at that point, Jacob Zuma, has been referred to, talking at the send-off of a street security 

and wrongdoing mindfulness crusade in the Kwazulu-Natal region saying: "As Africans, some time 

before the appearance of religion and (the) gospel we had our approaches to getting things done. Those 

were times that the strict individuals allude to as dim days, however we know that during those times, 

there were no shelters or advanced age homes." Christianity has brought along those things. This is a 

contention for the majority freedom religious philosophy researchers and Africans who contend that 

they had a character and part of religion before preachers attempted to Westernize them. 
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Manala (2015) contends that "despite the fact that Christianity, framed as it was in Western human 

advancement, got some help to Africa liberating its hardships, there are sure regions in which the 

religion caused serious damage to the African lifestyle.". The evangelists asserted that they were 

worried about safeguarding native people groups and their inclinations; nonetheless, their cases were 

not valid for all preachers. There were a few evangelists who tried to propel the interests and culture 

of their provincial bosses. Crafford (1993, p. 165) shares comparative perspectives to that of Manala 

(2015) that, 

Christianity was brought to Africa by Western missionaries who most of the time had a negative 

approach to African culture. In many cases, they did not only reject elements of culture that 

contradicted biblical principles alone but African culture in totality. In practice, it meant that when 

Africans became Christians, they had to adhere to Western culture as well. 

Crafford (1993, p. 165) contends that many dark scholars have now begun to ponder the connection 

between Christian confidence and social confidence. The "profane" dark holy places that bring together 

inculturation have expanded its enrolment decisively. Crafford (1993, p. 166) further contends that, for 

most African scholars, a congregation must be viewed as genuinely manifested in Africa assuming it 

has practices, principles, and images that are conceivable. To make Christianity socially pertinent for 

African Christians is as much a test as clinging tightly to its consistently standing message. For Kato (a 

reference by Crafford), this implies that African culture should be attempted, judged, and cleaned by 

strict sacred writing and that the exceptional Lordship of Christ as introduced in Sacred texts of the 

holy book ought to never be denied. Crafford (1993, p. 166) states that numerous Western Protestant 

scholars keep on putting underlines on an irregularity between conventional religion and the gospel. 

For Western Protestant scholars, for the gospel to be acknowledged, it should completely split away 

from conventional religion and hence additionally with customary social practices. As indicated by 

Crafford (1993, p. 171). 

Western preachers overlooked Africa's everyday issues, for example, black magic, witchcraft, and 

progenitor love. This lack prompted the ascent of autonomous holy places by Africans in endeavour to 

love inside their own specific circumstance. The free chapels should show African philosophy how to 

go up against conventional religion. African philosophy, then again, should help autonomous houses 

of worship to keep away from syncretism. African Free Temples can never again be viewed as 

extensions back to customary religion. They should prefer to be viewed as chapels in making scaffolds 

to the future for an indigenised Christianity in Africa. 

According to Gifford (Gifford, 2008, p. 20),  

“The African has been hurt and humiliated in what constitutes their world and system of values, 

especially their symbolic structure. This had led to psychological and social alienation expressed 

in all forms of self-denial by Africans as they express and live out hatred for what is African 

because this is perceived as primitive and backward. This is one of the worst aspects of poverty 

because it attacks the African and what it means to be an African, this can be defined as 

anthropological poverty.” 

Thusly, Guilford proposed that Africans should rediscover their way of life and stand tall as 

Africans for what they have confidence in. African Christians need to cause their commitment to the 

world framework from which they have been so underestimated with the goal that African Christians 

can add to worldwide Christianity. As per Adamo (Adamo, 2011), ministers' variant of Christianity 

acknowledged by Africans is two-faced because for the majority African Christians it disparages 

African Organized Church (AIR), particularly during crisis. Indeed, even today, numerous who convert 

to Christianity disparage parts of AIR. There are various perspectives with regards to African religion 

and African ceremonies and convictions. Mbiti in Adamo (Adamo, 2011) vouches for this reality when 

that is what he expressed "a huge number of Africans are devotees of more than one religion regardless 

of whether they might enlist or be included in the registration as followers of one religion." 

 

As indicated by Adamo (Adamo, 2011), African Started Places of worship (AIC) as rehearsed in 

any event, during politically-sanctioned racial segregation. The training was anyway finished 
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stealthily, by the nineteenth century the preachers, whether they were Congregational, Methodist, 

Anglican, Lutheran or Catholic, were forcefully against customary African practices, which they 

thought about primitive and considering odd notion. Subsequently, having individuals from mainline 

houses of worship who clutch their African customs is the same old thing; some are open about it. 

Inside the EPCSA, we have individuals from the congregation who are conventional healers since they 

accept, they are called by their progenitors to be customary healers. For Adamo (Adamo, 2011), AIR is 

the unborn and native religion of Africans which is embraced by their predecessors of the current ages. 

It tends to be portrayed as the religion that rose out of the supporting confidence of the progenitors of 

the current age of Africans passed from one age to another in Africa. 

The adoption of the coloniser’ religion 

According to Crafford (1993, p. 174) this is the general dilemma that most African countries face. 

They are a product of their colonisers and the mode on which they practise it is related to their 

colonisers. If the colonisers of Africans had been Muslim or Hindu, we would be practising that instead 

of Christianity. This is also seen in the adoption of language on the African continent. Most of the 

countries that were colonised by Europeans speak English whilst some parts of Africa also speak 

Portuguese and French. The African was viewed as a clean slate that lacked an identity. Kurewa (2000) 

also states that this is how they were able to manipulate Africans into believing their culture was 

heathen and pagan. 

African hermeneutic 

Du Toit (2000) argues that to produce a real African theology, African inculturation hermeneutic 

should include traditional African culture and religion as a resource for its theology. He further argues 

that most African theologians who engage in liberation issues should also have the urge to find out 

what is African theology. There needs to be an attempt and an interest to find what being an African 

means to Africans. One should ask questions such as what it means to be an African, whether it is based 

on race or rituals, or based on tradition. Du Toit (2000) also argues for theology to be called African it 

should consider the following,” 

1. It must be understood that the text that is analyzed by African hermeneutic is much wider than 

the biblical text. The African world as a text should be taken seriously 

2. African hermeneutic would be sterile if it is not hermeneutics of protests. African theology should 

be hermeneutics of socio-critical theory 

3. The close relationship between the biblical world and that of traditional African (such as demon 

passion, healing, and miracle) should be appropriated in a more structural manner 

4. African theology should aid proper education, a culture of learning and work ethics  

5. African hermeneutics should realize that African theology although studies by a minister of 

religion or a theologian, belong to the community.”  

4. Conclusion  

This study would be incomprehensible without a formal viewpoint. As indicated by Mwandayi 

(2011, p. 78), from a ceremonial outlook, implies that how petition recipes are included and broadcasted 

will be impacted by culture. Ceremonial activities are performed and declared in works of art. 

Combination involves too that the nearby images, customs, and celebrations, after due assessment and 

Christian will, hence, reconsider part of the ritualistic love of the church. This article talked about 

Christianity and convictions in sub-Saharan Africa. This fills in as an endeavour to make sense of 

Christianity in the African setting while it is significant for AR, as there are similitudes in African 

Christianity and convictions. This article through writing survey has examinations that that place of 

Christianity in Sub-Saharan Africa is a Various levelled one, progressive position implies that however 

better than people, predecessors are mediocre compared to God. This implies that they go about as 

arbiters among God and individuals therefore Sub-Saharan has various level. African spirituality does 
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not argue that the ancestors are equal to God. Ancestral spirits are heathen whilst most of their 

stipulations are the same as Christianity Africans talk to their ancestor for guidance and for them to 

pass our message to God which is the same as Catholics praying to saints. 

References 

Adamo, D. T. (2011). Christianity and the African traditional religion(s): The postcolonial round of engagement. 

Verbum et Ecclesia, 32(1), 1–10. https://doi.org/10.4102/ve.v32i1.285 

Adelakun, A. J. (2011). A theological reflection on Mbiti’s conception of salvation in African Christianity’. Nebula, 

8(1), 23–31. 

Asuquo, O. (2011). A rationalization of an African concept of life, death and the hereafter. American Journal of Social 

and Management Sciences, 2(1), 171–175. https://doi.org/10.5251/ajsms.2011.2.1.171.175 

Bassis, M. S., Gelles, R. J., & Levine, A. (1991). Sociology: An introduction. New York: McGraw-Hill. 

Beyers, J. (2010). What is religion? An African understanding. HTS Teologiese Studies / Theological Studies, 66(1), 1–

8. https://doi.org/10.4102/hts.v66i1.341 

Brown, L. M. (2004). African philosophy: new and traditional perspectives. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Crafford, D. (1993). The church in Africa and the struggle for an African identity. Verbum et Ecclesia, 14(2), 163–175. 

https://doi.org/10.4102/ve.v14i2.1064 

Daber, B.N. (2003). The gender construction of mourning and cleansing rites of widowhood among the Zulu speaking people 

of Ndwedwe community. Master’s Thesis, University of Natal. 

Daber, Benedicta N. (2003). The gendered construction of mourning and cleansing rites of widowhood amongst the Zulu 

speaking people of Ndwedwe community, KwaZulu-Natal. University of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Ela, J. M. (2001). Rethinking African Theology: exploring the God who liberates. Pretoria: University of South Africa. 

Gifford, P. (2008). Africa’s Inculturation Theology: Observations of an Outsider. Hekima Review, 38, 18–34. 

Kgatla, S. T. (2014). Rituals of death enhance belief and belonging: Analysis of selected elements of Northern Sotho 

death rituals. Online Journal of African Affairs, 3(6), 81–86. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv1q26tdv.15 

Kurewa, J. W. Z. (2000). Preaching and cultural identity: Proclaiming the gospel in Africa. Nashville, Tennessee: 

Abingdon Press. 

Le Roux, E., Ndeda, M. A. J., Nyamndi, G., Senkoro, F. E. M. K., & Sentuba, I. (Eds.). (2005). Gender, literature, and 

religion in Africa. Dakar: Codesria. 

Lukken, G. (2005). Rituals in abundance: critical reflections on the place, form, and identity of Christian ritual in our culture. 

Leuven: Peeters. 

Luseba, D., & Van der Merwe, D. (2006). Ethnoveterinary medicine practices among Tsonga speaking people of 

South Africa. Onderstepoort J Vet Res, 73(2). https://doi.org/10.4102/ojvr.v73i2.156 

Magbadelo, J. O. (2005). Westernism, Americanism, unipolarism, globalism and Africa’s marginality. Journal of 

Third World Studies, 22(2), 89–101. 

Manala, M. (2015). African traditional widowhood rites and their benefits and/or detrimental effects on widows in 

a context of African Christianity. HTS Teologiese Studies / Theological Studies, 71(3), 1–9. 

https://doi.org/10.4102/hts.v71i3.2913 

Marumo, P. O. (2019). Africanism versus Westernism in Earth Preservation on Development and Decay of 

Environment in the Postmodern Era: Challenges and Opportunities. Journal of Gender, Information and 

Development in Africa (JGIDA), 8(Special Issue 1), 155–168. 

Masondo, S. (2018). Ironies of Christian Presence in Southern Africa. Journal for the Study of Religion, 31(2), 209–231. 

https://doi.org/10.17159/2413-3027/2018/v31n2a10 

Mpedi, L. (2008). The role of religious values in extending social protection: A South African perspective. Acta 

Theologica, 28(1), 105–125. https://doi.org/10.4314/actat.v28i1.48870 

Mwakabana, H. A. O. (2002). Crises of life in African religion and Christianity. Geneva: Lutheran World Federation. 

https://doi.org/10.1163/2211-2685_eco_l597 

Mwambazambi, K. (2011). A missiological reflection on African ecclesiology. Verbum et Ecclesia, 32(1), 1–8. 

https://doi.org/10.4102/ve.v32i1.482 

Mwandayi, C. (2011). Death and after-life rituals in the eyes of the Shona: Dialogue with Shona customs in the quest for 

authentic inculturation (Vol. 6). Bamberg: University of Bamberg Press. 

Naidu, M. V. (1986). “Westernism”: Is it Pride or Prejudice? Peace Research, 18(1), 4–76. 

Toit, C. du. (2000). Issues in the Reconstruction of African Theology. In Research in the Social Scientific Study of 

Religion, Volume 11 (pp. 37–64). Leiden: BRILL. https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004493278_005 

Tylor, E. B. (1886). Primitive culture: Researches into the development of mythology, philosophy, religion, art and custom 

(Vol. 2). London: John Murray. 



Religious: Jurnal Studi Agama-Agama dan Lintas Budaya 6, 2 (2022): 211-222 221 of 222 

Hundzukani P. Khosa-Nkatini / Christianity in Sub-Saharan Africa: An African Inculturation Hermeneutic 

Van Eck, E. (2006). The Word is life: African theology as biblical and contextual theology. HTS Teologiese Studies / 

Theological Studies, 62(2), 679–701. https://doi.org/10.4102/hts.v62i2.359 

Welbourn, F. B., & McVeigh, M. J. (1974). God in Africa: Conceptions of God in African Traditional Religion and 

Christianity. Journal of Religion in Africa, 6(2), 140. https://doi.org/10.2307/1594886 

Yirenkyi, K., & Martey, E. (1995). African Theology: Inculturation and Liberation. African Studies Review, 38(2), 148. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/525327 

 

 

© 2022 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms 

and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike (CC BY SA) 

license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/). 

 
  



Religious: Jurnal Studi Agama-Agama dan Lintas Budaya 6, 2 (2022): 211-222 222 of 222 

Hundzukani P. Khosa-Nkatini / Christianity in Sub-Saharan Africa: An African Inculturation Hermeneutic 

This page is intentionally left blank 


