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Abstract: 
 

This paper aims to examine homeschooling an alternative education in Indonesia. At the present 
time a lot of popping educational institutions, began formal education through non-formal 
education. The institute has a goal to educate the future generation. The result, not all educational 
institutions could be feasible for the education of children today, as in formal education. Often, 
formal education, structural, and impressed force, make students feel depressed, so they could 
not undergo the program learning with fun, excitement, and filled with love. Moreover, competition 
among learners causing some students feel stress so that the child is looking at learning as a 
liability burden and not as a requirement. In the present era, emerging institutions of alternative 
education in an effort to address the above issues, one of which is home schooling. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

Many parents who are not satisfied with the results of the formal school (Dyson, 2001, Harvard 
Family Research Project, 2006) encourages parents to educate their children at home 
(Mangunwijaya, 2008). Often, formal schooling oriented grades (in the school), instead of 
promoting life skills and social skills (the values of faith and morals). At school, many students 
pursue grades by cheating (McCabe, Trevino, and Butterfield, 2001) or buy a fake degrees or 
diploma (Grolleau, Lakhal and Mzoughi, 2008). In addition, the personal attention to the children, 
lack of attention, plus, stigmatized and child's identity is determined by his friends who are smarter, 
more superior or more "intelligent". Such circumstances add to the atmosphere of the school to be 
unpleasant (Cf., Schaps and Solomon, 2003). 

The discontent is increasingly sparked parents choose to educate their children at home, with the 
risk of providing a lot of time and energy (Cf., Patterson, Gibson, Koenigs, Maurer, Ritterhouse, 
Stckton and Taylor, 2007). Homeschooling became a place of hope parents to improve the quality 
of children's education (Murray, Handyside, Straka, and Titus, 2013), develop the values of 
faith/religion and morals as well as get a fun learning environment (Cf., Lie, Andriyono and 
Prasasti, 2014)  
 
Every parent wants their children get a quality education (Cf., L'Namira, 2009), the values of faith 
and morals are embedded well, and the atmosphere fun children's learning (Abbas, 1984). Often 
these things are not found parents in public schools. Hence came the idea of parents to "educate" 
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their children at home. In its development, stand school institution called school-house or also 
known as independent schools, or home education or home based learning (Mountney, 2009). 

B. METHODS 

This article will analyze how the phenomenon of home education or home-based learning works; 
and how the parent’s choice uses the opportunity for facilitating their children in basic learning 
stages. This potential will be developed to the maximum when families facilitate a learning 
environment that supports students at home so it really felt at home in the learning process. This 
method is able to avoid negative environmental effects that may be encountered by children in 
formal schools, promiscuity, brawls, cigarettes and illegal drugs is a scourge that continues to 
haunt the parents while they are unable to keep an eye on her son every time. 

C. RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS 

1. Brief History of Homeschooling 

The philosophy of home schooling is people are basically beings learn and enjoy learning (Raja, 
2012); we do not need to be shown how to learn. That kills the pleasure of learning are those who 
seek menyelak, manage, or control (Sumardiono, 2007). Fueled by that philosophy, in the 1960s 
there was extensive discussion and debate on education schools and school systems. Most of the 
teachers and observers children and education, said that the students' academic failure is not 
determined by the lack of effort on the school system, but due to the school system itself (Cf., 
Legault, Demers and Pelletier, 2006). 

At the same time, the end of the 1960s and early 1970s, Raymond and Dorothy Moore conduct 
research on the tendency for parents to send children to the early childhood education. Their 
research shows that including children in formal school before the age of 8-12 years is not only 
ineffective, but actually also be bad for children, particularly children of men because of delays in 
their maturity (Holt,1995). 

After thinking about the failure of the school system received wide response, Holt himself later 
published other works Instead of Education; Ways to Help People Do Things Better (Holt, 2004). 
The book also received rave reviews from the homeschooling parents in various parts of the 
United States. In 1977, Holt publishes a magazine for education at home which is named: Growing 
Without Schooling. 

Similar to Holt, Raymond and Dorothy Moore later became an important supporter and consultant 
homeschooling. After that, homeschooling continues to grow for various reasons. Apart from the 
beliefs, the growth of homeschooling too much driven by dissatisfaction with the education system 
in formal schools (Bunn, 2008). 

2. Homeschooling in Indonesia  

Homeschooling development in Indonesia is not yet known precisely because there has been no 
specific research on root development. The term homeschooling is a relatively new treasures in 
Indonesia (Isnawati, 2013). However, if viewed from the concept of homeschooling as learning 
does not take place in formal school alias self-taught, then the home as a school is not a new 
thing. Many historical figures Indonesia are already practicing homeschooling as KH. Agus Salim, 
Ki Hajar Dewantara, and Buya Hamka (Sumardiono, 2007). 
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In Indonesia, only a few institutions that hold homeschoooling, such as Morning Star Academy and 
government agencies in the form of Teaching and Learning Center (CLC). Community Learning 
Center (CLC) is a government program in education informal channels. Agency CLC organizers 
are already hundreds in Indonesia (Sarie, 2005). 

 
In South Jakarta wrote, there are about 25 institutions CLC organizers to number approximately 
100 students. Each program consists of CLC Program Package A (for elementary school), B 
(junior high school), and Package C (high school level). CLC is actually organizing the education 
process for 3 days at school, rest, tutor went to the house the students. The students must take 
exams in order to obtain a diploma or continuing education to the next level. Differences diploma 
with public schools, CLC immediately remove it from the center. At present, the development of 
homeschooling in Indonesia is influenced by access to information that is more open and bring the 
parents have more options for their children's education. 

3. Definition of Homeschooling 

The term comes from the English Homeschooling means a home school (Harding and Farrell, 
2003). Homeschooling take root and grow in the United States (Cf., Kunzman, 2005). 
Homeschooling also known as home education, home-based learning or independent school. The 
common understanding is homeschooling education model where a family chooses to be solely 
responsible for their children's education by using home as a base education (Sumardiono, 2007). 
Choosing to take responsibility means that parents are involved directly determine the process of 
education (Fagbeminiyi, 2011) determining the direction and purpose of education (Topor, Keane, 
Shelton, and Calkins, 2010), the values to be developed (Vermeer, 2014) intelligence and skill 
(Sanders and Morawska, 2014) curriculum and materials (Olibie, 2014) as well as the methods 
and practices of learning (Nokali, Bachman, and Drzal, 2010). 
 
The role and commitment of parents are fully demanded. In addition to the selection of materials 
and home school education standards, they also have to carry out examinations for their children 
to get a certificate (MolokoMphale and Mhlauli, 2014), with the aim to continue their education to 
the next level (Baum and Payea, 2005).  

 

4. Homeschooling in national education 

The Ministry of Education called the school-house in terms of education homeschooling. Paths-
home school is categorized as informal education path is the path of education and family 
environment (article 1 of the Act on National Education System - Sisidiknas No. 20/2003). Informal 
education activities carried out by families and shaped environmental learning activities 
independently. Although the government does not regulate the content standards and informal 
educational service process, but the results of informal education is recognized equal to the formal 
education (public schools) and non-formal after students pass the exam in accordance with 
national education standards (Constitution 1945, 2003).  
 
In Act 20 Year 2003 on National Education System, education is a conscious and deliberate effort 
to create an atmosphere of learning and the learning process so that learners are actively 
developing the potential for him to have the spiritual power of religion, self-control, personality, 
intelligence, character and skills needed him , community, nation and state. Also described is the 
national education system overall educational components are interlinked in an integrated manner 
to achieve the goals of national education (Constitution 1945, 2003).  
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Based on the definition of education and national education system, the home school to be part of 
efforts in achieving the functions and objectives of the national education develop the skills and 
character development and civilization of the nation's dignity in the context of the intellectual life of 
the nation, is aimed at developing students' potentials in order to become a man of faith and fear 
of God Almighty, noble, healthy, knowledgeable, skilled, creative, independent, and become 
citizens of a democratic and accountable. 

  
5. Driver Factors of Homeschooling 

a. Formal school failure 
Both the United States and in Indonesia, the formal school failure in generating a better quality of 
education becomes a trigger for the families in Indonesia or abroad to conduct homeschooling. 
Home schooling is assessed able to produce quality education (Cf., Mulyadi, 2010).  

b. Multiple intelligence theory 

One of the educational theories influential in the development of homeschooling is the Theory of 
Multiple Intelligence in the book Frames of Minds: The Theory of Multiple Intelligences was 
initiated by Gardner (1983, revised edition 2011). Gardner initiated the theory of multiple 
intelligences. At first, he found the distinction seven types of intelligence (intelligence) human. 
Then, in 1999, he added two new types of intelligence so that a 9 types of human intelligence. The 
types of intelligences are: linguistic intelligence; Logical-mathematical intelligence; Intelligence-
visual space; Bodily-kinesthetic intelligence; Musical intelligence; Interpersonal intelligence; 
Intrapersonal intelligence; environmental intelligence; and existential intelligence. Gardner's theory 
has sparked parents to develop the potentials of intelligence possessed child. Often, formal 
schooling is not able to develop a child's intelligence, because the formal school system often 
even limiting a child's intelligence (Gardner and Hatch, 1989) 

c. The figure of the famous homeschooling 

Many important figures of the world can succeed in life without going through formal education, 
have triggered the emergence of homeschooling. The names, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Edison, 
KH. Agus Salim, Ki Hajar Dewantara and other figures. 
 
Benjamin Franklin, for example, he managed to become a statesman, scientist, inventor, civic 
leaders and public servants were not for learning in formal school. Franklin only had two years to 
attend school because their parents could not afford the cost of education. The rest, he learned 
about life and various things from time to time in the home and elsewhere that he could make it as 
a place of learning (Franklin, 1909). 

d. The availability of various facilities 

Today, the development of homeschooling participate triggered by growing facility in the real world 
(Cf., Pearson, 2002). The facilities that include educational facilities (libraries, museums, research 
institutions), public facilities (parks, stations, roads), social services (parks, orphanages, hospitals), 
business facilities (malls, exhibitions, restaurants, factories, fields , plantations), and the facilities 
and information technology (internet and audiovisual). 
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From the explanation above, the positive impacts of homeschooling, at least, can be seen as 
follows (Cf., Smith, 2013): it has accommodated maximum potential intelligence of the child 
because every child has the diversity and distinctiveness of their interests, talents, and skills. This 
potential will be developed to the maximum when families facilitate a learning environment that 
supports students at home so it really felt at home in the learning process. This method is able to 
avoid negative environmental effects that may be encountered by children in formal schools, 
promiscuity, brawls, cigarettes and illegal drugs is a scourge that continues to haunt the parents 
while they are unable to keep an eye on her son every time. By the homeschooling, the child's 
intelligence will be fully developed because the child is given the freedom to learn. Home 
schooling gives a lot of flexibility for students to enjoy the learning process. Each homeschooling 
students are given the opportunity to work directly study the materials provided.  
 
However, Negative Impacts of Homeschooling, al least, also can be seen as follows  (Sumardiono, 
2009).  Children who are less socially has caused them stay away from another children at certain 
age; Requires a commitment and responsibility of parents; Excessive protection of parents can 
give side effects inability to resolve the situation and social issues are complex and unpredictable; 
and Formal school is a typical learning to train children to compete and achieve the highest 
success (Cf., West, 2009). 

6. Homeschooling vs Formal School 

The educational model of the most famous and recognized community is school or formal 
education system both held public and private. Public schools are often seen as some people are 
more valid and preferred.  However, for some people, the public school system is a school that is 
not satisfactory for the development of the child. Public school became the scapegoat for the 
output of issuance. This can be seen from the output of formal education are becoming criminals, 
perpetrators of mob justice, politicians are liars and fraudsters big fish. Reasons disappointment 
that trigger families choose homeschooling as an alias home school alternative education (Cf., 
Zullig, Huebner and Patton, 2010).  
 
In essence, both homeschooling and formal schools, both as a means to deliver children achieving 
educational goals as expected. But homeschooling and formal schools have differences. In the 
formal school system, the education of children is delegated the responsibility of parents to 
teachers and school administrators. In homeschooling, the responsibility of the education of 
children rests with the parents (Moreau, 2012).  The system of formal school is standardized to 
meet the needs of children in general, while the homeschooling system tailored to the needs of 
children and family circumstances. In formal school, learning schedule has been determined and 
uniform for all students. In homeschooling, the schedule is flexible, it is depend on the agreement 
between children and parents. Management of formal schooling is done centrally, such as setting 
and determination of curricula and teaching materials. Management at the homeschooling is 
decentralized and based on family's wishes. The curriculum and teaching materials have been 
selected and determined by the parents (Moreau, 2012). 

  

D. CONCLUSION 

Homeschooling is a choice and an alternative repertoire education for parents in improving the 
quality of education, developing the value of faith (religion), and want a more pleasant learning 
atmosphere. On the other hand, there are public schools that provide teaching materials and 
curriculum centrally and uniformly, in line with expectations and needs of children. Both 
homeschooling and public schools (formal education) both have advantages and disadvantages in 
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delivering learners achieve educational goals. A matter of choice on both of them, it is up to the 
parents and families in accordance with the conditions of the family. By the homeschooling, the 
child's intelligence will be fully developed because the child is given the freedom to learn. Home 
schooling gives a lot of flexibility for students to enjoy the learning process. Each homeschooling 
students are given the opportunity to work directly study the materials provided. 
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