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Abstract: In Indonesia, the rise of radicalism in the digital age has facilitated the spread of radical 

movements, particularly across social media networks. Radicalism has manifested in physical 

violence, often resulting in significant human casualties. This research investigates how internet 

media influences public literacy in countering terrorism in Indonesia. This study uses discourse 

analysis to examine secondary data from social media content on Twitter, Instagram, and online news 

sources concerning counter-radicalism and anti-terrorism efforts. These data sources are selected 

based on the premise that Internet media is a primary communication tool for disseminating public 

discourse. Additionally, the National Counter Terrorism Agency (NCTA), as a governmental body, 

plays a critical role in combating terrorism in Indonesia. The findings reveal that social media 

effectively enhances public literacy on radicalism and terrorism. Moreover, NCTA's initiatives have 

successfully mobilised community engagement against terrorism and radicalism in the public sphere. 

This research demonstrates that NCTA can significantly advance de-radicalisation efforts through the 

strategic use of internet media. NCTA's socialisation and de-radicalisation programs serve as crucial 

preventive measures against terrorism in Indonesia. 
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Abstrak: Di Indonesia, munculnya radikalisme di era digital telah memfasilitasi penyebaran gerakan 

radikal, terutama melalui jaringan media sosial. Radikalisme telah bermanifestasi dalam bentuk 

kekerasan fisik, yang sering kali mengakibatkan jatuhnya korban jiwa. Penelitian ini menyelidiki 

bagaimana media internet mempengaruhi literasi publik dalam melawan terorisme di Indonesia. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan analisis wacana untuk meneliti data sekunder dari konten media sosial 

Twitter, Instagram, dan sumber berita daring mengenai upaya kontra-radikalisme dan anti-terorisme. 

Sumber data ini dipilih berdasarkan premis bahwa media internet merupakan alat komunikasi utama 

untuk menyebarkan wacana publik. Selain itu, Badan Nasional Penanggulangan Terorisme (BNPT), 

sebagai badan pemerintah, memainkan peran penting dalam memerangi terorisme di Indonesia. 

Temuan ini mengungkapkan bahwa media sosial secara efektif meningkatkan literasi publik tentang 

radikalisme dan terorisme. Selain itu, inisiatif BNPT telah berhasil memobilisasi keterlibatan 

masyarakat untuk melawan terorisme dan radikalisme di ruang publik. Penelitian ini menunjukkan 

bahwa upaya deradikalisasi dapat ditingkatkan secara signifikan melalui penggunaan media internet 

secara strategis. Program sosialisasi dan deradikalisasi BNPT merupakan langkah pencegahan yang 

sangat penting untuk melawan terorisme di Indonesia. 
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1. Introduction 

Indonesia has suffered many physical and psychological casualties due to acts of terrorism. 

Radicalism can cause the act of terrorism, which uses religion as a tool to achieve its goals. The 

government has implemented various strategies to combat radicalism but has not shown maximum 

results. Therefore, it requires the involvement of many parties, such as religious leaders, and new, more 

effective strategies to fight Islamic radicalism, which has increased recently (Hariyanto, 2020, 2021). De-

radicalisation on social media platforms is a practical step to curb the growth of terrorist acts in 

Indonesia. The purpose of de-radicalisation is to oppose the narrative of Islamic radicalism and appeal 

to their radical ideology, cast doubt on the hierarchy of terrorist organisations to reduce and eliminate 

public fear, build a balanced anti-terrorist narrative to strengthen its ideological activities (Gill, 

Mustafa, & Rizwan, 2020).  

Radicalisation is the process of forming extremist views that have a high tendency to produce 

violent attitudes and actions (Haval, 2017). Meanwhile, Doosje et al. (2016) explain that radicalism is a 

movement to make changes quickly and precisely through violence for political purposes (Doosje et 

al., 2016). Radicalisation consists of various processes that are worth analysis. It appears to be driven 

by different mechanisms, follows different patterns, and must be understood within a social and 

political context (Porta & LaFree, 2012). Based on a report from the National Counter Terrorism Agency 

(NCTA) in 2019, there have been several terrorist attacks, including in Sibolga, Sukoharjo, Jakarta, 

Pandeglang, Bekasi, and Medan (NCTA, 2020). Meanwhile, in early 2021, other acts of terrorism 

occurred at the Makassar Cathedral Church and the National Police Headquarters (Nufus, 2021). The 

Indonesian Financial Transaction Reports and Analysis Center or INTRAC (Indonesian: Pusat 

Pelaporan dan Analisis Transaksi Keuangan) or PPATK also announced that suspicious events related 

to terrorist events increased by 70 per cent in 2020 (Suwiknyo, 2021). Radicalisation is activism that 

manifests itself as changes in individuals that transform their socio-political attitudes and beliefs into 

actions that are usually radical and violent and can also contribute to the emergence of terrorist acts 

(Moskalenko & McCauley, 2009).  

Radicalism consistently leads to inhumane physical violence, including the killing of government 

supporters, suicide attacks, mass killings, kidnappings, and violent thefts (Gill et al., 2020). Several 

factors contribute to the emergence of radicalism: (a) internal factors, such as poverty, injustice, or 

disappointment with the government; (b) external factors, such as encouragement from foreign parties 

that incite religious sentiments, including global injustice, arrogant foreign policies, and modern 

imperialism by superpowers; and (c) cultural factors, closely tied to popular religious understanding 

and the narrow, literal interpretation of scripture (Nurdin, 2016). 

Acts of radicalism have become a complex social problem because they can cause fear and trauma 

to people in various regions, including Indonesia (Mahfud, Prasetyawati, Wahyuddin, Agustin, & 

Sukmawati, 2018; Qodir, 2018). Furthermore, according to Qodir (2018), the causes of radicalism and 

terrorism are influenced by economic, political, spiritual, religious, and cultural factors. So, more 

educational opportunities are also needed to reduce radicalisation, especially for the younger 

generation today (Qodir, 2018). Therefore, radicalism increases with the changing times, including in 

the era of internet technology. So, it needs an online network de-radicalisation approach, including 

social media platforms (Wolfowicz, Perry, Hasisi, & Weisburd, 2021). 

De-radicalisation is the process of changing an individual's belief system, rejecting extremist 

ideologies, and reclaiming mainstream values (Gill et al., 2020). Haval (2017) defines de-radicalisation 

as actions designed and implemented by authorities to normalise and persuade groups and individuals 

who have become radicals or violent extremists to repent and cease violence (Haval, 2017; Kohler, 2017). 

Porta and LaFree emphasise two often overlooked components in the de-radicalisation process: the "de-

radicalisation of attitudes and beliefs" and the "de-radicalisation of violent behaviour, including the 

process of leaving violent groups and reintegrating into other social groups" (Eitan, Chares, & Bosi, 

2015; Porta & LaFree, 2012). In line with this definition, NCTA defines de-radicalisation as reducing 

radical activities and neutralising radical ideas within terrorist groups, sympathisers, and public 

members exposed to radicalism (Ali, Özvatan, & Walter, 2023). 
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De-radicalisation requires an approach that follows the growing social context of society, 

especially in information technology, such as technical tools in the form of social media used as personal 

and community communication tools. Therefore, de-radicalisation programs must be more personal 

(Subagyo, 2021). Finally, the community approach must also consider the perception of radicalism that 

spreads in society through social media. 

This situation demonstrates that radicalism has infiltrated online networks and the Internet, 

posing a significant threat to the state and hindering the development of anti-radicalism movements in 

Indonesia, particularly on social media. Several studies indicate that social media plays a crucial role in 

shaping attitudes, participation, criticism, protests, beliefs, movements, and campaigns in social and 

political discourse (Jubba, Baharuddin, Pabbajah, & Qodir, 2020; Sinpeng, 2021). In addition, the advent 

of the internet and social media features in online networks aims to support counter-radicalism efforts 

by preventing radicalisation through messages and narratives found online. It aligns with the objectives 

of the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia to prevent radicalism (Jazuli, 2016). 

Research on radicalism has often focused on its association with terrorism, the relationship 

between radicalism and religion, and the government's preventive efforts to counteract terrorism in 

public spaces. Few studies have examined the debate of media literacy on social media networks, 

especially concerning de-radicalisation. However, this research has some specific relationships with 

previous research related to de-radicalisation. First, understandings of radicalism spread on social 

media and in public spaces lead to perceptions and propaganda encouraging radicalisation and 

recruitment (Subhan, 2020). Second, as early adopters of technology, young people are the most 

vulnerable group to radicalism (Wijayanti & Muthmainah, 2018). Third, de-radicalisation is achieved 

through campaigns and education on social media and public spaces (Arifin, 2020). 

By analysing social networks like Instagram and Twitter, particularly about radicalism in 

Indonesia, this research seeks to address gaps in previous studies. The purpose of this study is to 

explain how social media influences de-radicalisation narratives on Instagram and Twitter and how 

this affects public literacy in combating terrorism in Indonesia. This study aims to change de-

radicalisation strategies through public education and campaigns against radicalism and terrorism on 

Instagram and Twitter. Additionally, this study serves as a basis for evaluating government policies 

that address radicalism and terrorism in Indonesia. 

This research argues that radicalism spread through social media like Instagram and Twitter, 

either directly or indirectly, has influenced the attitudes of some people to tend to be radicalised by 

committing acts of terrorism. Based on data released by the Ministry of Communication and 

Information, the use of social media, such as Instagram, reached 85 per cent, and Twitter reached 57 

per cent of the ten applications used in Indonesia. In addition, based on the author's search related to 

the media used in acts of terrorism and de-radicalisation on social media, more people use Twitter and 

Instagram. De-radicalisation efforts on these platforms serve as a strategy to counteract the influence 

of radicalism and prevent the public from being exposed to radical ideologies that lead to terrorism. 

Therefore, the use of Instagram and Twitter as a strategy to prevent terrorism in Indonesia has initiated 

social media de-radicalisation. 

2. Online Media: Propaganda and Counter Radicalism 

The open access characteristic of Internet media makes it strategic enough to convey various 

elements of interest to its users, both positive and negative (Lavis & Winter, 2020). By becoming Internet 

media activists, people can be influenced by disseminating information, which can change their views, 

attitudes, and perspectives on specific issues (Joo & Teng, 2017). Provocative content and propaganda 

are often found on the Internet when spreading information about radicalism, impacting personal 

choices (Wijayanti, 2020). Radical individuals or groups are known to target internet-based social 

networks to organise extreme actions (Nurdin, 2016). Managing and interpreting message content on 

social media largely depends on how the information is disseminated. 

The National Counter Terrorism Agency (NCTA) is one of the primary sectors authorised to 

counter radicalism, formulate policies and strategies, and coordinate the fight against terrorism. NCTA 
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employs three main policies: prevention, protection, de-radicalisation; prosecution and capacity 

building; and international cooperation. NCTA uses a comprehensive approach from upstream to 

downstream in implementing its policies and strategies, focusing on addressing the problem through 

prevention. 

Prof. Dr H. Rycko Amelza Dahiel, M. Si, the Head of NCTA, stated that the decline in terrorism 

attacks from 2018 to 2022 follows an iceberg theory. Groups embracing radicalism and violence now 

focus more on soft approaches using narratives and religious symbols through social media or internet 

media rather than openly showing their existence through physical attacks. This shift has led many 

individuals to fall into the trap of radical ideas. Prof. Rycko emphasised that no religious teachings 

advocate violence. He concluded by stating that breaking the chain of radicalism and terrorism requires 

the cooperation of all societal elements, including religious leaders.   

Based on data released by the National Counter Terrorism Agency (NCTA), several cases of 

violence and acts of terrorism that occurred in Indonesia were primarily influenced by internet media, 

as happened in many instances of radicalism and acts of terrorism in Indonesia as displayed in table 1. 

Table 1 List of victims of radicalism and terrorism in Indonesia 

No Victims of Radicalism  Case  

1 Judi Novaldi bin Mulyadi A teenager from Jambi threatened his father, Mulyadi 

(47), and took his younger brother Maulana (6) hostage. 

Police found ISIS paraphernalia: four black Arabic flags 

commonly used by ISIS, a black striped sweater with 

Arabic writing reminiscent of ISIS identity, and a red and 

black Arabic turban written on it. Novaldi stated that he 

obtained the features often used by ISIS through social 

media data. 

2 Agus Anton 

Figian alias Toriq or Abu 

Zulfikar 

Anton also belonged to the Abu Hasmy or Abu Hanifah 

group. He planned to bomb the US Embassy in Surabaya 

and carry out bombings in the Freeport area. He said that 

reading news and research on www.arrahmah.com 

encouraged him to become radicalised. Agus Anton also 

gained a lot of knowledge about bomb-making from 

other radical internet media. 

3 Muhammad Alfian Nurzi 

and Asyahnaz 

Asyahnaz is from Bandung Regency, and Muhammad 

Alfian Nurzi is from Kalimantan. Before arriving in 

Syria, they often communicated with ISIS groups 

through online media, including social networks. 

4 Ahmad Azhar Basyir He claims to have spent a lot of time searching for 

articles on the Internet about how to make detonators 

before finally finding the Facebook account of a Salafi 

jihadist who studied the matter. 

5 Five teenagers from Klaten 

Vocational School 

They claimed to have learned bomb-making from the 

Albusyro forum. 

Data Source: National Counterterrorism Agency 

The March 2021 terrorist attacks in Makassar and Jakarta and the December 2022 terrorist attacks 

provide us with a significant opportunity to understand the dynamics of radicalisation in Indonesia. 

These cases are known to have occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic, when activities in many areas 

were restricted, for example, in public spaces. This situation continued and was followed by increased 

use of social media as an alternative medium. In times of restrictions, people use social media widely 

to continue routines and other social activities. The pandemic and the implementation of regulations 

alone are not enough to prevent acts of terrorism and radicalisation. This data shows that acts of terror 
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and radicalisation do not take into account any conditions. It has led to the assumption that other acts 

of terror and radicalisation can occur anywhere and anytime. Spreading propaganda is known as an 

act of terror. 

The entire society must actively oppose the actions and propaganda of radicalism. Societal 

resistance to radicalism is essential, particularly on social media. People should use counter-radicalism 

narratives to contrast propaganda on social media, enabling other users to express their attitudes and 

interests against radicalism. These counter-radicalism narratives can take the form of hashtags or other 

social media features (Schmidt, 2018). Fully utilising the digital potential can help reduce vulnerability 

to radical propaganda, especially within online social networks (Wijayanti & Muthmainah, 2018). 

3. De-radicalisation Literacy on Social Media 

Researchers and writers in different countries have different definitions of de-radicalisation 

(Baaken et al., 2020). However, the general meaning of de-radicalisation can be used to define efforts to 

oppose all radicalisation ideas and actions in a more educative and participatory way (Qodir, 2013). 

De-radicalisation, therefore, should not mimic the methods of radicalism but should instead focus on 

educational and participatory approaches rather than arrogance or violence. 

Data obtained from Instagram shows that there are 500 accounts related to de-radicalisation, 

originating from both government and non-government institutions or organisations. Only four of 

these accounts were selected as a sample for this research. The distribution pattern of de-radicalisation 

content on Instagram is primarily through visual posts, such as images, which have a high level of 

interaction. These Instagram accounts actively engage in media literacy by posting images and 

narratives that oppose radicalism, violence, and acts of terrorism in Indonesia. Those are: 

a) Instagram account "Poldakaltim" (figure 1) posts in the form of images. This post has 392 likes and 

68 citizen comments on the narrative and literacy of de-radicalisation through Instagram social 

media. 

 

Figure 1. The Spirit of Unity and Resistance Against Terrorism 

Figure 1 explains that Indonesian citizens must unite to fight terrorism. This post received 

comments from netizens, as conveyed by the nfntieka account: Together with the police, we fight and 

eradicate radicalism and terrorism in Indonesia. This comment received a response from other netizens 

as conveyed by the kelifharen account, ahmad arafah, national by saying let us fight terrorism. 
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b) Instagram account posts "husen_hadar" in the form of images that 15,647 citizens liked with 165 

comments 

 

Figure 2. Interfaith Unity Against Terrorism 

Figure 2 shows a collaboration between a Muslim (Habib Jafar) and a Christian pastor (Yerry 

pastor) standing together in solidarity against terrorism, symbolizing religious harmony and collective 

resilience. Citizen comments have built a narrative and literacy against violence and acts of terrorism, 

such as the bin_hasan account comment stating that radicals and terrorism do not deserve to exist on 

earth. Followed by the adierthur account comment by saying let us jihad against terrorism. 

c) Bambang Soesatyo's Instagram account posts poster images that got 1,289 citizens and 39 

comments. 

 

Figure 3. A Message from Bambang Soesatyo, the Chairperson of  People's Consultative Assembly 
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Figure 3 above is a form of narrative and public literacy built by one of the accounts on behalf of a 

national figure who occupies a position as one of the chairpersons in the legislature with the jargon that 

terrorists do not know about religion. Narratives and literacy that are built have received public 

support in the form of likes and comments from citizens, such as the statement of the amelya_hafizzah 

account that terrorists are under the guise of religion and against the government. This comment 

received a response from other citizens, such as the alie_mf account, saying it was time for the people 

to unite against terrorism. 

d) Instagram account post 'NCTAri" 

 

Figure 4. Stop Sharing: Prevent Terrorism by Withholding Victim Media 

Figure 4 illustrates that stop spreading radical ideas, let us refrain from spreading photos and 

videos related to victims of terrorism; terrorism spreads fear and creates unstable conditions. Eight 

hundred sixteen citizens liked this post, and 23 commented on it. Citizens greatly appreciate and 

support efforts to build literacy and narratives to stop spreading radical ideas, as conveyed by one 

Herwiekdelena account by saying Terrorists are the same as communists; they must be sentenced to 

death, and firmness is needed, not enough in prison. Be aware that recruitment can occur anywhere. 

Protect your family from latent and misguided dangers. May Allah curse the terrorists. 
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Figure 5. De-Radicalisation Efforts on Twitter: Analysis of Hashtag (#) Campaigns 

Figure 5 shows data on de-radicalisation efforts through internet media, especially the Twitter 

social media platform using hashtags (#). The data obtained is based on the coding results by 

maximising the hashtag-by-item feature on the Nvivo 12 Plus as presented in Figure 6. 

 

 

Figure 6. Analysis of Twitter Hashtag Usage in De-Radicalisation Campaigns: Nvivo 12 Plus Coding 

Results 

Data Source: Processed by researchers using Nvivo 12 Plus (2021) 

 

How social media or internet users respond to radicalisation is shown in Figures 1-4. Starting with 

the use of hashtags such as #Tumpasakarradicalisme, #Kamitidaktakut, and #Bersatulawanteror, this 

responsive story begins. For information to spread quickly, hashtags help informational messages reach 

many other social communities. In social and political debates, Twitter activists use hashtags as a 

narrative medium (Yang, 2016). Statements regarding anti-terrorist efforts and forms of radicalisation 

on Twitter are considered de-radicalisation efforts, more in line with current developments marked by 

the increasing flow of information on online social networks. 

The use of social media, mainly through the strategic use of hashtags, is gradually creating space 

for individuals to express their sensitivity to radicalisation in Indonesia. This approach also slowly 

reduces people's closed-mindedness in sensitive social discussions, especially those related to terrorism 

and radicalisation (Rizki & Timur, 2021). Social media is a representative medium that facilitates new 
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interaction models, encouraging public participation in shaping attitudes (Kavada, 2015). Therefore, 

efforts to combat radicalism on social networks represent a proactive public initiative to directly engage 

in debates against all forms and notions of radicalism, including online propaganda. Besides hashtags, 

internet memes are another prevalent approach used on social media to promote de-radicalisation. 

In addition to maximising hashtags, image content, and posts are also a means of spreading ideas 

about eradication and are more educational and easy to understand. Memes, a semiotic internet culture 

presented as images or animations, can dynamically influence human consciousness and behaviour 

(Cannizzaro, 2016). The use of images in some of the Instagram account posts in Figures 1-4 is a public 

response to all kinds of radical actions and ideas. Image and poster content have become a new force 

for spreading messages and pictures in a way that many people can accept. Memes' repetitive and 

simple characteristics allow them to be used and disseminated repeatedly. 

The use of hashtags and images is an essential shortcut to display the stories involved in 

supporting de-radicalisation in Indonesia. They represent aspects of digital literacy culture that 

encourage other social communities to express criticism, interests, or relevant ideas as part of civil 

society engagement in socio-political discourses (Mihailidis, 2020). These digital features symbolise 

Indonesia's struggle against radicalism, progressively shaping the common interests of the movement 

on social media and establishing new public spaces. 

4. De-radicalisation movement on social media 

Social media has become a new tool to support and campaign against radicalisation in Indonesia. 

Social media helps raise awareness of how important it is for communities or other civilians to 

participate actively in this radicalisation. 

 

Figure 7. Geographical Distribution of Anti-Radicalisation Campaigns on Social Media in Indonesia 

Data Source: Processed by Researchers using Nvivo 12 Plus (2021) 

Figure 7 illustrates the geographical distribution of anti-radicalisation campaigns conducted on 

social media across various regions in Indonesia. The data highlights the proportion of social media 

activity related to these campaigns in each region, expressed as a percentage of the total activity 

observed. Papua leads with the highest level of engagement, accounting for 24% of the total social 

media activity focused on anti-radicalisation efforts. Jakarta follows with 15%, indicating significant 

awareness and involvement in the capital city. Surabaya and Pasuruan also show strong engagement, 

with 14% and 13% respectively. Other regions such as Bekasi and Trenggalek contribute 7% each, while 

Denpasar accounts for 4%. Smaller percentages of activity are observed in regions like Makasar (3%), 

Cilacap (2%), and Tanggungharjo (2%). Additional regions including Semarang, Banten, Boyolali, 

Medan, Tulung Agung, Bojonegoro, Kediri, and Bandung each contribute 1% to the overall social media 
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anti-radicalisation efforts. The distribution suggests that social media is being used actively across the 

country to raise awareness and engage communities in the fight against radicalisation, with varying 

levels of participation across different regions. 

The rapid dissemination of information on social media significantly impacts the spread of de-

radicalisation narratives. Data illustrate how swiftly information on de-radicalisation spreads on 

Twitter, influenced by the location of social media users. Figures 1-4 demonstrate that social media can 

foster a community culture within online spaces, with collective interests reflecting public engagement 

in de-radicalisation discourse in Indonesia. It highlights that eradication efforts rely on public 

narratives, movements, and social media platforms. Social media facilitates the formation of patterns 

in relationships and interactions that substantially affect the activities of other online community users 

(Rainie et al., 2012). 

Radicalism on social media can also be a public space. Social media can influence reactions in other 

public areas, and this is based on the fact that its users' use of social media facilitates participation, 

sharing, and the creation of new spaces (Jubba et al., 2020). These social media capabilities have 

influenced public reaction in Indonesia to de-radicalisation efforts. In addition, the public perspective 

shows that de-radicalisation is necessary to prevent the spread of radicalism. Figure 5 shows how the 

use of Twitter has changed people's perceptions of radicalism and acts of terror in Indonesia, 

demonstrated by activism in the public sphere. The transformation that occurs in this movement shows 

that there is a new model for de-radicalisation of counter-radical activities in Indonesia. It also indicates 

that countering acts of terror and radical ideology also requires public awareness to participate more. 

This situation serves as a preventive measure to combat revolutionary propaganda. Therefore, social 

media is considered strategically to fulfil the need to combat radicalism, especially in Indonesia. 

The results of this research have some differences and similarities with previous research related 

to acts of terrorism in Indonesia. Research related to terrorism and de-radicalisation in Indonesia so far 

has focused more on answering the structure and relationship with various groups in Indonesia and 

how the terrorists operate and interact. In addition, studies related to terrorism are more focused on 

the target, mode of operation, and its impact on society and national security. In previous research, 

studies on de-radicalisation have focused on the effectiveness of programs implemented by the 

government and non-government, including prevention, rehabilitation, and reintegration programs. In 

addition, besides de-radicalisation, it is more focused on public attitudes and perceptions of de-

radicalisation efforts, as well as factors that support and hinder de-radicalisation programs.  

In addition, this research has similarities and differences with previous research related to the 

efforts of NCTA and the government in countering acts of terrorism, which focused on online and 

online countermeasures through online media and websites). So, this research is a continuation of 

previous research that still does not answer how literacy is built by each online media to prevent 

radicalism and acts of terrorism that not only involve elements of government and community leaders 

but also involve social media users in Indonesia. This research focuses more on the role of social media, 

especially Twitter and Instagram, in preventive efforts for all elements of society to eradicate acts of 

terrorism through social media. This research has implications for the effectiveness of the use of social 

media in fighting acts of terrorism in Indonesia, which is marked by the decline in acts of radicalism 

and terrorism that have occurred in the last few years. 

5. Conclusions 

Instagram and Twitter have emerged as significant platforms for promoting participation, 

education, and prevention in de-radicalisation efforts in Indonesia. These social media platforms 

significantly influence individuals' responses to radicalisation actions and ideologies. The activism 

surrounding de-radicalisation has evolved into a public space, encouraging netizens to engage actively 

in de-radicalisation literacy on Instagram and Twitter as a measure to prevent latent terrorism in 

Indonesia. Therefore, Instagram and Twitter, among other platforms, prove instrumental in mitigating 

acts of terrorism in the country. 
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This research recommends social media networks as a strategic approach to enhance de-

radicalisation efforts. It suggests that future educational patterns, movements, and campaigns against 

radicalism should integrate social media strategies. Since this study focused on only Instagram and 

Twitter data sources, further research is necessary to explore additional data sources, particularly other 

social media platforms, to provide a more comprehensive understanding of de-radicalisation dynamics 

and enhance the effectiveness of counter-radicalisation strategies. 

References 

Ali, R., Özvatan, Ö., & Walter, L. (2023). The Narrative Foundations of Radical and Deradicalizing Online 

Discursive Spaces: A Comparison of the Cases of Generation Islam and Jamal al-Khatib in Germany. 

Religions, 14(2), 167. https://doi.org/10.3390/rel14020167 

Arifin, B. (2020). Kurikulum Anti-Radikalisme dalam Pendidikan Pesantren. Jurnal Pusaka, 8(1), 12–26. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.35897/ps.v8i1.376 

Baaken, T., Korn, J., Ruf, M., & Walkenhorst, D. (2020). Dissecting de-radicalisation: Challenges for theory and 

practice in Germany. International Journal of Conflict and Violence, 14(2), 1–8. https://doi.org/10.4119/ijcv-3808 

NCTA. (2020). Teropong Potensi Radikalisme 2020. Jalan Damai (Majalah Pusat Media Damai NCTA), hal. 58. 

Cannizzaro, S. (2016). Internet memes as internet signs: A semiotic view of digital culture. Sign Systems Studies, 

44(4), 562–586. https://doi.org/10.12697/SSS.2016.44.4.05 

Doosje, B., Moghaddam, F. M., Kruglanski, A. W., de Wolf, A., Mann, L., & Feddes, A. R. (2016). Terrorism, 

radicalisation and de-radicalisation. Current Opinion in Psychology, 11(October), 79–84. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.copsyc.2016.06.008 

Eitan, A., Chares, D., & Bosi, L. (2015). The dynamics of radicalisation: A relational and comparative perspective. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

Gill, A. S., Mustafa, G., & Rizwan, M. (2020). De-radicalisation in Pakistan: Implication of Swat Model. Journal of 

the Research Society of Pakistan, 57(1), 401. 

Hariyanto, B. (2020). The Contribution of KH. Said Agil Siradj's Leadership in Fighting Radicalism: A Language 

Communication Strategy. Islam Realitas: Journal of Islamic and Social Studies, 6(2), 193. 

https://doi.org/10.30983/islam_realitas.v6i2.3766 

Hariyanto, B. (2021). The Role of the Religious Leader in Combating Radicalism and Terrorism. In Proceedings of 

the International Congress of Indonesian Linguistics Society (KIMLI 2021). Makasar, Indonesia. 

https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.211226.006 

Haval, H. (2017). Youth De-Radicalisation: A Canadian Framework. Journal for De-radicalization, 0(12), 119–168. 

Jazuli, A. (2016). Strategi Pencegahan Radikalisme Dalam Rangka Pemberantasan Tindak Pidana Terorisme. Jurnal 

Ilmiah Kebijakan Hukum, 10(2), 197–209. 

Joo, T.-M., & Teng, C.-E. (2017). Impacts of Social Media (Facebook) on Human Communication and Relationships. 

International Journal of Knowledge Content Development & Technology, 7(4), 27–50. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.5865/IJKCT.2017.7.4.027 

Jubba, H., Baharuddin, T., Pabbajah, M., & Qodir, Z. (2020). Dominasi Internet di Ruang Publik: Studi Terhadap 

Penyebaran Wacana Gerakan Bela Islam 212 di Indonesia. Al-Izzah: Jurnal Hasil-Hasil Penelitian, 15(1), 1. 

https://doi.org/10.31332/ai.v0i0.1631 

Kavada, A. (2015). Social Media as Conversation: A Manifesto. Social Media + Society, 1(1), 205630511558079. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/2056305115580793 

Kohler, D. (2017). Understanding de-radicalisation: Methods, tools, and programs for countering violent extremism. 

London: Routledge. 

Lavis, A., & Winter, R. (2020). Online harms or benefits? An ethnographic analysis of the positives and negatives 

of peer‐support around self‐harm on social media. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 61(8), 842–854. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/jcpp.13245 

Mahfud, C., Prasetyawati, N., Wahyuddin, W., Agustin, D. S. Y., & Sukmawati, H. (2018). Religious Radicalism, 

Global Terrorism and Islamic Challenges in Contemporary Indonesia. Jurnal Sosial Humaniora, 11(1), 1–8. 

https://doi.org/10.12962/j24433527.v11i1.3550 

Mihailidis, P. (2020). The civic potential of memes and hashtags in the lives of young people. Discourse, 41(5), 762–

781. https://doi.org/10.1080/01596306.2020.1769938 

Moskalenko, S., & McCauley, C. (2009). Measuring political mobilisation: The distinction between activism and 

radicalism. Terrorism and Political Violence, 21(2), 239–260. https://doi.org/10.1080/09546550902765508 

Muthmainah, A., & Wijayanti, M. (2018). Youth's Digital Skills and Their Vulnerability Towards Online 

Radicalism. In Proceedings of the International Conference on Contemporary Social and Political Affairs (IcoCSPA, 



Wawasan: Jurnal Ilmiah Agama dan Sosial Budaya 9, 1 (2024): 1-12 12 of 12 

M Syamsurrijal et al./ De-radicalization through Social Media: Social Media Literacy in Countering Terrorism in Indonesia 

2017) (Vol. 138, hal. 72–74). Paris, France: Atlantis Press. https://doi.org/10.2991/icocspa-17.2018.19 

Nufus, W. H. (2021). Polri: Ada yang Berpendapat Teror Bom Makassar-Serangan Mabes Polri Rekayasa. Diambil 

4 April 2021, dari https://news.detik.com/berita/d-5519817/polri-ada-yang-berpendapat-teror-bom-

makassar-serangan-mabes-polri-rekayasa 

Nurdin, N. (2016). Radicalism on World Wide Web and Propaganda Strategy. Al-Ulum, 16(2), 265. 

https://doi.org/10.30603/au.v16i2.42 

Porta, D. Della, & LaFree, G. (2012). Guest Editorial: Processes of radicalisation and de-radicalisation. International 

Journal of Conflict and Violence, 6(1), 4–10. https://doi.org/10.4119/UNIBI/ijcv.266 

Qodir, Z. (2013). Deradikalisasi Islam dalam perspektif pendidikan agama. Jurnal Pendidikan Islam, 2(1), 85–107. 

https://doi.org/10.14421/jpi.2013.21.85-107 

Qodir, Z. (2018). Kaum Muda, Intoleransi, dan Radikalisme Agama. Jurnal Studi Pemuda, 5(1), 429. 

https://doi.org/10.22146/studipemudaugm.37127 

Rainie, L., Smith, A., Schlozman, K. L., Brady, H., & Verba, S. (2012). Social Media and Political Engagement. Pew 

Internet & American Life Project, 1–13. 

Rizki, A., & Timur, F. G. C. (2021). Security Threats of Radicalism through Social Media amid Covid-19 Pandemic: 

Indonesia's Perspective. Connections, 20(3–4), 95–106. https://doi.org/10.11610/Connections.20.3-4.05 

Schmidt, L. (2018). Cyberwarriors and Counterstars: Contesting Religious Radicalism and Violence on Indonesian 

Social Media. Asiascape: Digital Asia, 5(1–2), 32–67. https://doi.org/10.1163/22142312-12340088 

Sinpeng, A. (2021). Hashtag activism: social media and the #FreeYouth protests in Thailand. Critical Asian Studies, 

0(0), 1–14. https://doi.org/10.1080/14672715.2021.1882866 

Subagyo, A. (2021). The implementation of the pentahelix model for the terrorism de-radicalisation program in 

Indonesia. Cogent Social Sciences, 7(1), 1–21. https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2021.1964720 

Subhan, M. (2020). The "Migration" of Terrorist Actors in Indonesia : From Male-Dominated Terrorists to the 

Emergence of Female. Jurnal Ilmu Sosial, 19(2), 207–225. https://doi.org/10.14710/jis.19.2.2020.207 

Suwiknyo, E. (2021). Makin Rawan! Transaksi Gelap Kasus Terorisme Naik 70 Persen. Diambil 11 Februari 2021, 

dari https://kabar24.bisnis.com/read/20210211/16/1355208/makin-rawan-transaksi-gelap-kasus-terorisme-

naik-70-persen 

Wijayanti, Y. T. (2020). Radicalism Prevention through Propaganda Awareness on Social Media. Jurnal ASPIKOM, 

5(1), 142. https://doi.org/10.24329/aspikom.v5i1.501 

Wolfowicz, M., Perry, S., Hasisi, B., & Weisburd, D. (2021). Faces of radicalism: Differentiating between violent 

and non-violent radicals by their social media profiles. Computers in Human Behavior, 116(November), 106646. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2020.106646 

Yang, G. (2016). Narrative Agency in Hashtag Activism: The Case of #BlackLivesMatter. Media and Communication, 

4(4), 13–17. https://doi.org/10.17645/mac.v4i4.692 

  

 

© 2024 by the authors. This publication under the terms and conditions of the Creative 

Commons Attribution (CC BY SA) license 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/). 

 

 


