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ABSTRACT

Language borrowing is a linguistic phenomenon in the life of any language. There
is virtually no living language that does not take lexical items from others and also
give out to others. What is known by way of necessity is that this phenomenon does
not manifest in any language without having impacts on it; in form of modifications
that suddenly come upon the borrowed words. This is not strange; because each
language has its own peculiar system which it always follow at all linguistic levels;
and which influence borrowed words from other languages,; and Baatonum as one
of the minority languages in West Africa, spoken across the borders of Nigeria and
Benin is not an exemption. These modifications got to a point that it becomes
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difficult the receiving race to understand that these words are originally Arabic,
and for the Arab to understand that they are from his language. Therefore, this
paper studies the phenomenon of morphological modifications in Arabic loan
words in Baatonum in order to shed light on these changes. The paper adopts a
qualitative descriptive approach in analyzing the data. The findings of the study
have clearly demonstrated that there are different suffixes in Baatonum that are
attached to borrowed Arabic words so as to keep the words in agreement with the
morphological pattern of the receiving language, as it also shows that many
borrowed words from Arabic into Baatonum experience some structural
modifications.

Key Words: Arabic; Baatonum; Borrowed words, Language borrowing,
Morphological modification.
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